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PREFACE 

Early in the 1973 Fall Semester, a team of investigators, in- 
cluding Drs. Victor H. Appel , Paul G. Liberty, H. Paul Kelley, Margaret 
C. Berry, and student research assistants, was assembled in response to 
President Stephen H. Spurr's request that a study be conducted of stu- 
dent, faculty and administrator practices, experiences and attitudes 
toward the undergraduate pass-fail option system of grading at The Uni- 
versity of Texas at Austin. The study was intended to provide needed 
data that would serve to aid various University decision-makers con- 
sidering possible revisions in the system. This report is intended to 
sunmiarize the most "alient results of that investigation. 

The investigators acknowledge with qratituo? the contribution 
of Don Marler, Pat Chew. Sandra Bruce, Carlos Laredo, and Walter Johnston 
all of whom served as research assistants. In addition, we are appre- 
ciative of Alan Beychok, Alan Gerger, and other members of the Student 
Government Committee on Academic Affairs who gave helpful commentary on 
the questionnaire and other aspects of the study. Finally, we express 
appreciation to the dedicated and painstaking clerical services of Terry 
Hall and Lynn Davis. 

V. H. A. 
P. G. L. 
H. P. K. 
M. C. B. 

May, 1974 
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 



As d necessar> background for the study, this section specifies 
the current policies about the optional pass-fail grading system at U. T. 
Austin as stated in the enabling legislation. In addition, subsequent 
implementation and proposed revisions of the system are outlined. 

En abling Legislation and Its Implementation 

In a memorandum dated October 20, 1967, to members 01 the Educa- 
tional Policy Ccmnittee. then Vice Chancellor for Academic iBf fairs Norman 
Hackerman asked the Committee to consider making a recommendation to the 
Faculty Council for a University-wide policy concerning "the use of pass- 
fail grades within clearly defined limits."*^ 

On November 13, 1967, the Educational Policy Committee, with Pro- 
fessor W. T. Tucker as chairman, submitted for consideration by the Faculty 

Council a set of recommendations concerning an optional pass-fail grading 

2 

system.- Those proposals would have permitted all U. T. Austin students 
to take a limited number of traditionally graded courses on a pass-fail 
basis. On December 12, 1967, the Faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences 
submitted to the Council a similar set of proposals.^ 

At its meeting on December 12, 1967, the Faculty Council used the 
Educational Policy Committee proposals as the vehicle for its reconmenda- 
tions to the Administration and the Board of Regents. The original pro- 
posals were modified and augmented by the Council, which then approved 
them in the following form: 



♦Footnotes for "Background of the Study" are listed cn page 52. 

s 
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a. Undor(iraduate students shall be permitted to take 
up to five semester courses in elective subjects 
outsi.lo their major on a Pass or Fail basis as a 
part of the hours required for their degree. They 
must state their intentions to register on this 
basis bv the official date for adding courses and 
changing sections; they must have received thirty 
semester hours of college credit and may not elect 
more than two courses a semester on the Pass-Fail 
basis. 

b. If a student decides to major in the subject in 
which he had taken a course on the Pass-Fail basis, 
the department concerned snail decide whether the 
course may be counted as part of the student's major 
requirements. 

c. The grade point average for a student who has 
elected to take courses on the Pass-Fail basis will 
be calculated by dividing the total grade points he 
has received by the number of credit hours he has 
taken on the letter-grade basis. 

d. tach department is authorized to offer as many as 
two undergraduate courses on a Pass -Fail basis, 
and a student may take as many as two such courses 
uitiiin nis major. 

o. Undorgraauate students may take examinations for 
advanced standing on a Pass-Fail basis, but ad- 
vanced standing based on such examinations shall 
not reduce by trie corresponding amount courses 
which uay be taken on a Pass-Fail basis. ^ 



At its neeting on January 26. iges, the Board of Regents of The Uni- 
versity of Texas System approved the recommendations from the U. T. Austin 
Faculty Council.^ The optional pass-fail grading system was to become ef- 
fective on Seotember 1, 1968. 

.n January 10, 1968, President Norman Hackoriiuin appointed a special 
.oiiiDiittec to implement the optional nass-fail grading system. Professor 
lucker, chdirnan of the special committee, made a report to President 
liackennan on I'ebruary 19, 1963.^ The special committee recommended that 
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the symbol CR, meaning "credit but without specific grade, " should be 
used to indicate a passing grade in a course taken on a pass-fail option 
basis. It reconmended further that when a student registers for a course, 
he should indicate on his registration form that he wishes to take it on 
a pass- fail basis. When he draws a class card for that course, he should 
have it punched with a symbol that will appear on both the instructor's 
check sheet and the instructor's grade report form. Students should be 
perir.itted to request a change from pass-fail to ABCDF grading, or the 
reverse, in a course during the add-drop period. Details regarding the 
use of forms were included in the recommendations. The final recommen- 
dation was that grades should be reported by instructors as CR or F, and 
that these grades be subject to change only to CR or F. 

President Mackerman approved the report and made a brief statement 
about it at the March 18, 1968, meeting of the Faculty Council. ^ The 
recommendations were revised slightly to provide for identification of 
the course as a free elective or as one within the student's major area. 

Recent Del iberationsjtegarding Possible Revision of the Prese nt S ystem 

Within the past two years, substantial debate has focused upon the 
possibility of revising or even eliminating the pass-fail option system. 
This debate was initiated by a proposal for revisions of the pass-fall 
grading system that the Coordinating Counci' for Arts and Sciences sent 
to the University Council on January 20, 1972.^ The proposal was con- 
sidered by the Council at its February 21, 1972, meeting; after discussion, 
the proposal was unanimously referred to the Committee on Educational 
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Policy. That Committee reported back to the University Council at its 
meeting of May 15, 197?, but the Conmit tec's proposed revisions were de- 
ferred by the Council for further discussion "until fall."^^ In the 
interim, the report was referred again to the Educational Policy Committee. 

On February 8, 1973, Professor Bern^ Sagik, then chairman of the 
Educational Policy Corroittee, sent to President Spurr and the University 
Council for consideration at its March 19 meeting a modification of the 
Committee's earlier proposed revisions of the pass-fail grading system. ' 
Dr. Sagik commented that the Comnittee sensed that the avowed purpose of 
the pass- fail option— to explore academically without undue jeopardy to 
one's GPA— often had not been realized. The Committee urged that the 
multij)J_e CPA be considered seriously. It further proposed that, if the 
pass-fail grading system were to be retained, it should be governed by 
the rules which the Committee was recommending. Those rules would expand 
optional pass-fail grading to required courses outside the student's 
major and would permit the student more flexibility in changing from 
ABCDF grading to pass-fail grading. 

Prior to the March 19 meeting of the University Council, the Educa- 
tional Policy Committee's modified recommendations were fitudied by the' 
Subcoituiii ttce of the Deans Council, which consists of academic assistant 
denns. Through Dean Max Westbrook, its chairman at the time, the Sub- 
coinnittee recomiiiended on March 12 that a new set of revisions of the pass- 
fail grading systen: be substituted for the set proposed by the Educational 

13 

Policy Committee. Except for minor adjustments in proceaures by which 
students could change to or from pass-fail grading, the Subcommittee 
rc coiiBnended retention of the present pass-fail regulations. 
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At its March 19, 1973, meeting members of tne University Council 
again discussed at great length the various pass -fail proposal sJ^ Dr. 
Sagik presented the modified recomiiendations of the [durational Policy 
Conmittee. Dr. Westbrook distributed copies of his March 12 memorandum 
and presented the counter- recommendations from the Subcommittee of the 
Deans Council; in making his presentation Dr, Westbrook stated that his 
group felt it would be a mistake to expand a system "which has failed" 
in optional courses into the required courses. The Council finally voted 
to refer both sets of proposals back to the Educational Policy Committee* 
with the intent that the EPC and the Deans Council Subcommittee meet Jointly 
and attempt to prepare a set or' proposals both groups could support. 

The two committees carried out the Council's mandate promptly; 

their joint reconmendations were distributed to members of the University 

Cou.ncil on April 13. The proposals from the two included the recommenda- 

15 

tlon that the present optional pass-fail grading system be discontinued. 
Dr. Sagik presented these proposals to the University Council for action 
on April 16, 1973. After lengthy, and often impassioned, discussion, 
members of the University Council voted to table the recomiiiendations, thus 
leaving in effect the present optional pass-fail grading system regulations.^ 
Later in the same meeting. President Stephen H. Spurr indicated that he 
would refer the question back once again to the Educational Policy Committee. 

Inasmuch as the discrepant positions taken utilized differing 
assumptions about the status of pass-fell students and their motives, the 
need was evident for reliable data to provide empirical bases for decision- 
making. To obtain the needed empirical data. President Spurr first took 
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steps to obtain a review of the professional literature on pass-fail 

grading.^® Then he asked that a proposal be written for a "study of 

practices » experiences, and attitudes toward pass-fail from students and 

faculty on our campus. "^^ 

On August 3, 1973, a proposal for the study being reported here 

was submitted-rby the Investigators to President Spurr via Dr. Ronald N. 

20 

Brown, Vice President for Student Affairs. The proposal was approved, 
and work began on the study in September, 1973. 
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FOCI OF THE STUDY 

After discussion with certain key per<»onnel , a review of recent 
deliberations in University legislative bodies, and perusal of relevant 
literature, the following questions were identified and made to serve 
as foci of the study: 

1. What was the incidence of student enrollment in courses on 

a pass-fail option basis at U. T. Austin during the 1973 Fall Semester? 

2. Do certain colleges or schools have a larger proportionate 
enrollment than do others of students taking their courses on a pass- 
fail option basis? 

3. What are the demographic characteristics of students cur- 
rently taking courses on a pass-fail option basis? Specifically, what 
do indices of academic potential and performance, classification level, 
sex, college of origin, and post-baccalaureate educational plans reveal 
about the modal characteristics of a sample of students taking courses 
on a pass-fail option basis? 

4. What are the beliefs held by students, faculty, and adminis- 
trators about the modal characteristics of students who take courses on 
a pass-fail option basis? 

5. What are the beliefs of students, faculty, and administrators 
about the academic orientation and commitment to learning held by under- 
graduate students at U. T. Austin? 

6. What are the principal reasons reported by students for their 
taking courses on a pass-fail basis? 
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7. What is the degree of reported satisfaction by students with 
the pass -fail courses they have taken? 

3. What are the primary reasons faculty and administrators impute 
to students as the bases for taking pass-fail courses, and how "legiti- 
rutc" do they consider these reasons to be? 

9. Do students who are taking courses on a pass-fail option ba^ls 
rcicive higher or lower grades on the average than do their classmates en- 
rolled in the same classes on an ABCDF basis? 

10. Do students who are enrolled in courses on a pass-fail option 
basis report higher levels of satisfaction with those courses than do their 
classmates who are taking the same courses on an ABCDF basis? 

11. What attitudes do students, faculty, and administrators hold 
toward specified hypothetical changes 1 • the pass-fail griding system? 

12. How knowledgeable are students, faculty, and administrators 
about the present pass-fail option system of grading? 

13. What are the types and extent of perceived administrative prob- 
lems arising for both administrators and faculty in conjunction with the 
linplonontation of the pass-fail option grading system? 

M. What has boen the experience of administrators in implementing 
tne pass-fail option system? 

15. In practice, what is the degree of administrator adherence to 
tfjo university and college rules specifying conditions for participation 
in courses on a pass-fail option basis? 
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METHCC 

Over view 

The nature of the research required access to a large nurber cf 
studtnts, facuU>, and adirinistrators in a relatively short tinie. Fur- 
ther, extensive information was needed from each respondent. Such c'r- 
cumstances suggested the use of a questionnaire methodology. T-^ obtain 
data on the particular issues on which this study focused, it was neces- 
sary to tai1or-ir,ake the questionnaire Instruments. In a:i effort to 
iiaxinize Use responses from the carefully selected samples, administra- 
tion of the questionnaires was accomplished during clsss periods and in 
other group meetings whenever possible. Faculty and administrator mem- 
bers of the selected samples who cou'id not be reached in groups were 
mailed questionnaires on an individual basis. 

The secticns below describe in detail the composition of the stu- 
oent, faculty and administrator samples selectedi the procedure for 
selecting these saiT.pl es; the procedure followed in conducting the study; 
the nature of the three questionnaire instruments developed; and the 
nature of the analyses performed on the data. 

S tudent Subjects 

The student subjects in the study were 869 undergraduate students 
enrolled in 27 classes throughout the University during the 1973 Fall 
Semester. These were classes admitting stjdents on both a pass-fail and 
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on an AHCDF basi«». Of the 869 students, 195 were students taking the 
classes on a pass-fail opticr basis; the remaining 6/.» rtucents were 
taking the classes on the traditionally graded basis. Of the 869 stu- 
dents, 403 had taken one or more pass-fail option courses at U. T. Austin, 
while 458 had taken none; no information about their enrollment in courses 
on the pass-fail option basis was received from eight of the subjects. 
This procedure for the selection of student subjects permitted compari- 
son of those two subgroups. A detailed description of the characteris- 
tics of the student subjects is provided in Tables la and lb. 

Procodure fo r Selection of Student, iu^^c t_s_ .and_/o^r 'dmini s trat i on of the 
Student Qu es t i onn a i re 

The procedure for selection of the student subjects was directly 
related to the procedure for the selection of the 27 classes chosen for 
this study. The investigators started with an intent to draw a 2.57. 
sample representative of the various colleges and schools at U. T. Aus- 
tin (825). The p-. ocedure followed was to examine the Registrar's list- 
ing of 1973 Fall Semester classes that had both pass-fail and ABCDF stu- 
dent enrollments. The investigators then identified those classes that 
had the highest proportions of students enrolled under the pass-fail 
option. A constraint placed on this selection procedure v/as that each 
of the colleges and schools had to be represented; hence, some classes 
having lower proportions of pass-fail registrants were selected over 
other classes having higher proportions. 
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The professor teaching each selected class was asked to permit 
the questionnaire to be administered to the members of that class during 
a regular class meeting time on a convenient date subsequent to the first 
inid*term examination. One professor declined, so an alternate class was 
selected and used. The 27 classes ultimately included in the study are 
listed in Table 2b. 

The student questionnaire was administered in the classes selected 
at the agreed upon time by project personnel. Students were invited to 
participate, but their participation was not obligatory. Almost all class 
members agreed to participate. No effort was made to follow-up on stu- 
dents who were absent from class on the day the questionnaire was adminis- 
tered. 

facul ty Subjects 

The faculty subjects in this study were 269 members of the faculty 
at U. T. Austin in 1973-1974. The characteristics of this faculty sample 
are specified in Table 3. As can be noted from a study of that table, a 
wide range of faculty were represented in the sample. 

Procedure fo r Selection of Faculty Sample and for Administration of the 
l^yi} ty. Questionnaire 

The faculty sample (N = 269) was drawn from three discrete sources: 
instructors of the 27 classes in which the student respondents were reg- 
istered; 53 members of the Faculty Senate; and a representative sample 
bdsed on a mail -out of the questionnaire to every fifth-listed faculty 

is 

ERIC 



12 



member on an official alphabetical listing of the University faculty. 

The 27 faculty members teaching the classes polled were asked 
to respond to the faculty questionnaire at the same time that their 
students completed the student questionnaire. All complied with that 
request. 

The chairman of the faculty Senate, Professor W. S. Livingston, 
was asked for his consent to permit the administration of the faculty 
Questionnaire to Faculty Senate members present at a regular meeting. 
Arrangements were made to include the questionnaire on the agenda for 
the faculty Senate meeting in December 1973. Copies of the question- 
naire were mailed to those members who v/ere absent from the meeting with 
a ro-^uest that they be returned in an envelope addressed to the project 
staff. This subgroup was sampled in an effort to include in the faculty 
sample the v^ews of the faculty who were particularly conversant with 
the pass-fail issue. Forty-six respondents (out of a possible 53) were 
obtained thereby. 

By far the largest proportion of faculty respondents accrued from 
the mail -out of the faculty questionnaire to approximately 400 faculty 
members. The mail -out was accompanied by a cover letter of explanation 
froiii the chairman of the Faculty Senate. The respondents were requested 
to return the questionnaire in an envelope addressed to the project 
staff. As indicated above, this faculty subsample was comprised of re- 
spondents to a mail -out to every fifth named faculty member on an 
alphabetized roster of the 1973-1974 faculty members at U. T. Austin. 
This mail -out yielded a 49": return (196). No follow-up could be con- 
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ducioJ \\\ t(Kvt the rospoikients answorcii anonymousily . 
Adm i n i s t rat or^ Sji bjec t s 

The administrator subjects were 35 respondents from among all 
vice presidents, deans, assistant deans, and certain other administra- 
tive officers at U. T. Austin who responded to an invitation to parti- 
cipate in the study. The characteristics of the administrator sample 
arc specified in Table 3. ^ 

for Selecti on of Administrato r Sample and for Adiiiin i strati oji 
^f. ^-^P. Administrator Questionn aire 

The administrator questionnaire was administered in several ways. 
It was mailed to the vice presidents and deans with a cover letter of 
explanation by Dr. Ronald M. Brown, Vice President for Student Affairs. 
Tho remaining administrator respondents were members of the Subcommittee 
of the llcans Council, a group composed primarily of assistant deans or 
persons serving in that capacity and certain other administrative officers. 
After gaining the necessary consent from the Subcommittee chairman, the 
questionnaire was administered at the regular November meeting of the 
Subcommittee. Members absent from that meeting were mailed the question- 
naire individually. In all, 35 (76^) of the ^6 administrators receiving 
the questionnaire responded to it. 

The pass-fail questionnaires were specifically prepared for this 
study by the investigators <»fter perusal of similar instruments avail- 
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aUle iti the protossional literature and aft^M' v.»rious efforts to loarn 
tnc salient issues. These efforts included a review of the literature, 
a reading of the minutes of University bodies debating the pass-fail 
question, and conferences with ten individuals having special expertise 
or involvement with the issue. In addition, the investigators invited 
and received input regarding the content of the questionnaire from 
members of the Student Ciovernment Committee on Academic Affairs and the 
Texas Union Student Academic Affairs Committee. These student leaders 
served as preliminary field testers of the student questionnaire and 
offered suggestions for its revision. After a number of revisions and 
field testing, the research team finalized the student questionnaire. 
The faculty and administrator quesiionnaires were adaptations of the 
sti'dent questionnaire in that these latter two instruments retained 
many of the same items found in the student questionnaire. Additional 
items were added or deleted as appropriate for the target group. 

The results of the completed questionnaires were coded and pre- 
pared for data processing. Using DISTAT (Veldnan, 1971), distribution 
statistics for each item on the three questionnaires were compiled. In 
addition to the summary data for the three basic samples, subgroup 
analyses were performed on the student data in order to make possible 
essential comparisons between pass-fail students and ABCDF students. 
Pass-fail students were defined as those students in 27 representative 
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classes who had taken, or were taking, at least one coiirsi* on a pass- 
fail basis at J. T. Austin. In several instances, the sample was further 
divided to permit comparisons of the pass-fail students enrolled in the 
27 representative classes with their traditionally graded counterparts 
in those same classes. 

Because of missing data or noncodable responses to certain items 
on the questionnaires, the number of respondents varied somewhat from 
item to item. These differences are indicated in the tables as appro- 
priate. 
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RESULTS 

The results cf the study will be reported within tlio framework 
of the basic questions posed. Following the restatement of each basic 
cuestion, inajor findings are reported. 

/. U'/irtC uwi ttic iHcid(Lncc oi itudcut c«^t'i^';c*.f In cco-'usc* ck a 
IXii^S'^iiii vj^UoH haU^ at U. T. Austin duximj ihe 1975 FaU SmcAtcA? 

during the 1973 Fall Semester, 3,896 undergraduate course regis- 
tratiors out of a trtdl of 155,133 (2.51%) were recorded for courses 
being taken on a pcsi-fail cpticn basis at U. T. Austin. A breakdown 
of th€ nurter ci registrations within each of the colleges and schools 
is giver, in Table 4. Without extensive effort, it was not possible to 
ascertain the number of individual students involved. If data from the 
student sample can be considered representative, then it is probable that 
the rreponderance of these registrations are accounted for by students 
taking only a single course, or about 3.bOO individuals. 

A second way to describe the incidence of student enrollment in 
courses on a pass-fail option basis is to determine how many courses, on 
the average, individual students have taken at U. T. Austin. These data 
were based on the report of the 403 subjects in the student .-.ample who had 
pass-fail experience at U. T. Austin. The mean number of courses taken 
by this predominantly upper-division subsample was 1.89. Only 7% of these 
students had taken more than three pass-fail courses on a pass-fail option 
basis. When all 869 students in the sample are considered, the mean 
number of pass-fail courses taken falls to .89. 
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2. Do ccxtam ci^CicQCA cl ^chiwih have a p^opoiticmtc 
ouitHYmCHf than do otlicu itLidenti taking thein. cotHiei on a }XL&i~ 

From an examination of the incidence of registrations on a pass- 
fall option basis within colleg * and schools, as shown in Table 4, It 
is clear that a wide variance in practice exists J This statement ap- 
plies on both an absolute and a relative basis. On an absolute basis, 
the number of enrollments within a college ranged from over 1.000 in the 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences to less than 50 in the College 
of Engineering and the College of Pharmacy. Optional pass-fail enroll- 
ment in the schools of the University ranged from a high of 166 in the 
School of Communications to a low of 30 in the School of Architecture. 

Since the colleges (or division) and schools in the University 
vary widely in size, a comparison of the relative number of pass-fail 
registrations out of the total number of registrations for all courses 
in each college or school was necessary. Viewed in this manner, a wide 
variation in practice is also found. The relative number of optional 
pass-fail registrations ranged from more than 4^. in Education and General 
and Comparative Studies to less than 1% in the Colleges of Pharmacy and 
Engineering. Compatable data for schools revealed a high of 6.53 for the 
System-Wide School of Nursing to 1.06% as a low for the School of Archi- 
tecture. In summary, these data from all colleges, divisions, and schools 
reveal that optional pass- fail registrations remain a very small propor- 
tion of total undergraduate course registration. 

Hhese figures do not include pass-fail enrollment in courses 
offered on a pass-fail basis only. 
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frtl:oijl couiics OH a ;.xii.s-;5aif ci.'ttiCH basii? i?;.»cctii<cafl'{{, to/iat iff okfu\'.s i-a 
rtoai/i'inic pt»tt»»ifx.i(' a»uf p»."i|Jo'uniiHCC» cCa5S{|i<caf{()H Ccuc>C, 5cx» coffotic ojj o^itK«, 
a»u< ^vit-baccatoicrttc ciuCiittonaf pCans icvaal about the modiiC duii'icfcA^'Atici 
t»{5 a A*npfc t'ii Atudoiti taking Ci>jm«i/i tni a poA^-^aiC option baUh? 

The characteristics of tudents who had taken one or inore pass-fail 
courses at U.T. Austin were studied to determine whether or not such students 
were atypical relative to stuients at large. A number or demographic character- 
istics served as the parameters for evaluation. The data obtained with respect 
to these parameters are shown in Tables la and lb. Overall, the results suggest 
that the students who selected a pass-fail option course were somewhat different 
from ABCDF students. With respect to indices of academic potential and per- 
formance, a small but consistent superiority was noted in favor of the pass- 
fail students. Forty-six percent of the pass-fail students were in the 
upper 10^' of their high school classes as opposed to 407. of the ABCDF students. 
Mean Verbal and Mathematical Scholastic Apt:itude Test subscores were somewhat 
higher for the pass-fail students, as were the several grade point average 
indices. A greater likelihood existed that tho pass-fail student was a 
senior student than any other classification level and that he entered the 
University directly from high school (as opposed to being a transfer student). 
Only 38. of the pass-fail students were transfers, as compared to 44% who 
were transfer students among the comparison group of ABCDF students. 
In addition, the pass-fail students were somewhat more likely to be 
planning for graduate study (43%) than were the students in the comparison 
group (37'). A slight difference was noted in the degree of certitude held 
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by the pass-fdil students concerning future career plans. The pass-fail 
tjroup was slightly less certain about their future career plans than were 
tne ABCDF students. Finally, the pass-fai student was much more ikely 
tu bo a student majoring in the social and behavioral sciences or business 
atimini strut ion than in engineering, fine arts or pharmacy. 

/. (i7iitt iiiL' the bcHie^b IwXd bit btudcntb, iacuCtij, Mii admiHii- 
tiiift'ii AbiHit (hi! tncdaC diaxactexnticb t»a Aturfcufi iWif take cciiXhci c» 
u /.viji-.yui' cyticn bdbib? 

Question «4 was investigated in two ways. Firi^t, all three samples 
were asked to indicate their beliefs about the academic abilities of those 
students who take courses on tne pass-fail option basis at U. T. Austin-- 
rnaL is, are such students drawn from the upper or lower strata of ability 
jiVAotv} undergraduates? These data are shown in Tables 5 and 6. 

The modal response (SI ) of the total student sample as to which stu- 
dents take advantage of the pass-fail option indicates that students are 
probably erjiially distributed across the total range of ability among students. 
This belief was even more pronounced among the pass-fail students (58":) than 
among the ABCDF students (45 ). 

A secondary trend was noticeable. Almost one-fourth of the students 
tliought the optional pass-fail registrations attracted about an equal num- 
ber of students from both extremes of ability (but not from the middle). 

The comparable data for the faculty and administrators generally 
parallel the student data with respect to the modal beliefs. The secondary 
trend reflected In the student data also applied to the faculty data, but 
not to the administrator data Administrators perceived that more poorer 
students (18 ) took the pass-fail option than did the faculty (5 ) and stu- 
dent (4 ) groups. 
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The second means of investigating the question was by inquiring 
into the attitudes and motives of students who elect courses on a pass- 
fail basis. Faculty and administrators were asked to give their impres- 
sions about such matters as, "Do students wortc harder or less hard than 
they usually do when taking a course on a pass-fail option basis?" These 
data are presented in Tables 7 and 8. 

The greatest amount of concurrence among faculty (71/.) and adminis- 
trators (77 .) was that students are less anxious about such courses than 
they are when graded on an ABCDF basis. In addition, a majority of 
faculty (52 .) and administrators (74; ) believed that students taking courses 
on a pass-fail option basis work less hard than they usually do in ABCDF 
graded courses. A majority of the administrators (57 ) but only about one- 
fourth (27. ) of the faculty felt that such students get less out of courses 
taken on a pass-fail option basis than they usually do otherwise. About 
one-third of both groups concurred that the students would probably not 
have taken the courses in which they were enrolled on a pass-fail option 
basis had those courses been available only on an ABCDF graded basis. 

It is of interest to compare these impressionistic beliefs with the 
parallel data reported by students regarding their own actual pass-fail 
experience, as shown in Table 9. A majority of the students reported them- 
selves as being less anxious (approximately 66') while a minority responded 
that they worked less hard than they usually do (approximately 37'.'). On 
the other hand, about 20:c indicated that they actually worked harder, and 
39 reported that they got more out of the course than they usually do. 
About a third of the students reported that they would not have taken the 
course in which they were currently enrolled on a pass-fail option basis 
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were it available only on an ABCDF basis. Slightly more than one-fourth of 
the students indicated that thoir pass-fail experience had caused them to 
want to take at least one additional course in the same academic discipline, 
but they had not yet done so. 

These dc>ta suggest some concern by faculty and administrators about 
the academic diligence of pass-fail students. This concern is supported 
in part and opposed in part by the student data. 

5. d.'jrtf ail' Oic bcUcj^b fa 5tut/c'»;ti, ^ACiUttj, and uJminiitiiXti'ib 
jiiH'ut the iToai'cjntc ciicntution and cvmMtJytcnt to Ccanninci haCd bij undci- 
.iiii»/ui( »\* .% f.s at LI. T. Auhtin'^ 

While question «5 does not serve directly to illumine the pass- 
fail student, it does contribute to an understanding of the context of the 
academic setting in which the pass-fail option is offered and the view held 
of undergraduate students within it. 

On the basis of student responses, as shown in Table 10, it is 
apparent that both pass-fail and ABCDF graded students have diverse views 
of the importance or necessity for grades. Sirong concurrence is evident, 
however, that grades do not reflect how much undergraduate students get out 
of a course, yet somewhat paradoxically, students tend to agree that stu- 
dents in general are more likely to be concerned about the grade they re- 
ceive than about the subject matter of the course. This latter result is 
consistent with the indication that most undergraduate students are not 
likely to be interested in "learning for learning's sake." The data tend 
to suggest a view of traditional grading as being a noxious but necessary 
academic trapping. 
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Faculty responses relative to grades and grading are more clear-cut, 
as shown in Table 11, than are the student data. Faculty respondents tended 
to support even more strongly than students the necessity for grades (e.g., 
"irades are needed to let undergraduates know where they stand. . . ."). 
The faculty data also parallel student indications that student motivatio"^ 
to learn is less than optimal. For example, the faculty's strongest concur- 
rence was agreement with the statement, "Most undergraduate students need 
the incentive of grades to motivate them to work." This latter statement 
yielded a mean rating of 5.23 on the seven-point scale. The facjlty members 
tend to support grades as being essential or at least functional for the 
somewhat nonacademic orientation they perceive to characterize a large 
segment of L). T. Austin undergraduates. Grades are also functional in the 
sense that they are required in the culture for purposes of graduate school 
and job placement. 

As shown in Table 12, U. T. Austin administrators' views are generally 
consistent with those of U. T. Austin faculty. Both faculty and adminis- 
trators' ratings, though rox *s highly supportive as student ratings, con- 
cur in recognizing the limitations existing in grading systems. For example, 
faculty ana administrators snow mt«<* concurrence with the assertion, "Grades 
do not reflect how much undergraduates get out of a course" (4.46 and 4.37, 
respectively, on the seven-point scale used). Nevertheless, it is clear 
from both faculty and administrator ratings that there is strong support 
for the continuation of grading systems at the University, despite their 
acknowledged limitations. On other questions asked relative to student 
academic orientations, there was appreciably more diversity of views by 
both faculty and administrators. 
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6. W/iaf ate iiic /.)ioic<pai' loiUcHi lepi'tti'd btj itudcnti j^on. thcii 

In reviewing the deliberations regarding possible revisions in the 
pass-fail option sys^-f^m, it was clear that the motivations of students in 
taking pass-fail courses was a central consideration. Were students seek- 
ing an easy way out in signing up for courses on a pass-fail basis, or 
were they seeking a legitimate means of exploring new fields without the 
risk of damaging their academic records? Were other motives primary? In 
an effort to provide an empirical basis for answering this question, stu- 
dents were asked directly about their motives in signing up for courses 
on a pas!»-fai1 basis. The results obtained are shown in Table 13. 

The data reveal that the primary motives reported by students taking 
courses on a pass-fail basis are to lighten their academic loads (76:;'.) 
and to reduce the "threat value" of letter grades while taking the courses 
(items ^2, and #4). Secondarily, students felt the pass-fail option 
served as a vehicle for academic exploration in a minor or interest w^ea 
(51. ). It is of interest to note that pass-fail courses were seen by 
only 21 of the students as a viable vehicle in helping them to select a 
major. 

As responses to this question were based on a pre-selected listing of 
possible motives, the investigators were particularly interested in examin 
ing additional write in responses volunteered by respondents. Relatively 
few wr-ite-in answers were obtained. No central theme emerged from these 
additional write-in responses. 

7. What ii the. dccjiec ofi icpt'itcrf iat6ii(acfu>H btj itudent^ nUth 
tiic pabb-iaU cou/ibci tlizij ha\'c taken? 
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Closely linked to question #6, which queried students' motives in 
taking courses on a pass-fa tl option basis » was the degree of satisfaction 
provided by those courses in accomplishing the students' intents. Using a 
seven-point scale in which "7" equalled "completely satisfied," students' 
ratings of their satisfactions were generally moderate. As can be seen by 
the data given in Table 13, virtually all of the listed purposes served by 
taking courses on a pass-fail option basis were rated between "5" and "6" on 
the seven-point scale. Students rated highest their satisfaction with 
courses which permitted them to explore outside of their major area (5.94) 
and which permitted them "To maximize my learning without having to worry 
about the grade" (5.87). 

A single exception to the generally moderate ratings was noted with 
respect to the item, "To help me in selecting my major." The mean response 
was 3.71, though the variability of responses to this question was greater 
than for any other. This result is consistent with the students' low rat- 
ings in question #6 on the use of pass-fail courses to help them in choosing 
a major. 

S. laluit aie t/it' ptonal(< icftjons ^acuittf and adminiitnatofii impute 
to student i ai the baiiii f^oK taking pa5A-j(a<£ coii^&e4, and /ton' "tcciiiimaXc" 
dv tltQif con!>idcA tiidc. ica-&<7»i6 to be? 

The investigators were interested in ascertaining the degree of con- 
gruence between the reasons reported by students for taking courses on a 
pdss-fail basis with faculty and administrators' perceptions of those reasons. 
Faculty and administrators were therefore asked to rate the reasons they at- 
tributed to students for taking courses on a pass-fail basis from among the 
same listing of pre-selected alternatives as that responded to by the stu- 
dents. The results are shown in Tables 13, 14, 15, and 16. 
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As can be seen from the cata showi, in these Ubles, a moderate de- 
gree of concurrence existed between students and faculty as to what the 
reasons were for taking courses on a pass-fail option basis. Several ex- 
ceptions existed. The item, "To n.ininnze the risk of low grades in an un- 
familiar area," was fourth ir.ost popular among students and rose to a rank 
of first in frequency of mention by faculty and a rank of second by adminis- 
trators. In addition, "To maximize my learning without having to worry 
about the grade," was ranked second in frequency of mention by students and 
fell to a rank of fifth in frequency when rated by both faculty and adminis- 
trators. Nevertheless, it can be concluded from the data that faculty and 
administrators are "reading" with relatively good accuracy the primary 
reasons students are taking courses on a pass-fail basis. 

The investigators were concerned also with the value judgments faculty 
and administrators made regarding the "legitimacy" of the students' reasons 
for taking courses on d pass-fail option basis. As can be seen from an ex- 
amination of Tables 13, 14, 15, and 16, a close correlation did not exist 
between the most frequent reasons given by students for taking courses on a 
pass-fail option basis and the rationales most frequently judged as "legiti- 
mate" for students' doing so. The faculty and the administrators were in 
close accord in the value judgments they made. For example, both faculty 
and administrators were reluctant to endorse "lightening of a student's load," 
the most frequently reported item, as a "legitimate" rationale. With respect 
to legitiiracy, this item was ranked eighth by faculty and seventh by adminis- 
trators among the teri items listed (Table 16). In contrast, the item most 
frequently considered "legitimate" by both faculty and administrators was 
ranked only fifth in frequency by the students. This item dealt with "taking 
courses outside one's major area for exploratory purposes." It is evident 
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from these data that academic exploration, a primary intent for estab- 
lishing the pass-fail option system at U. T. Austin, is only a secondary 
motivation for students. 

Two items highly ranked by students with respect to frequency were 
also endorsed by faculty and administrators in terms of "legitimacy." 
These two items (items #2 and #4) dealt with "maximizing learni' without 
having to worry about grades' and "minimizing risk of low grades in an 
unfamiliar area." It would appear as if faci;lty and administrators value 
the pass-fail option as a way for encouraging academic exploration as long 
as the pursuit of new knowledge remains a rigorous and disciplined effort 
and not a shortcut. 

The listings given in Table 16 provide an opportunity to compare 
rank order ings of the data across the three samples. These data indicate 
that the rank order preferences of faculty and administrators are more 
nearly similar than are those of cither of the two groups when compared 
with the rankings of students. 

In order to test the premise that students sometimes may be signing 
up for courses on a pass-fail option basis in order to enable them to attend 
classes with less regularity than might be required otherwise, the investi- 
gators asked faculty and administrators for their impressions about class 
attendance of pass-fail and ABCDF graded students. As the data in Table 17 
indicate, faculty members tended to disagree or to be uncertain (3.89) that 
pass-fall students were any more likely to be absent from class than ABCDF 
graded students. Administrators, however, believed (4.82) that pass-fail 
students were likely to be less faithful in class attendance. Although the 
faculty data do not provide particularly clear-cut evidence, the administra- 
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tors clearly hold the belief that pass-fail registrations result in reduced 
class attendance. Resolution of this issue must await actual attendance 
figures. 

9. Vc ^tudcnti u'^u' xxc taking couXhcs cn a fOh^-f^aH' optivH boAih 
i^'Ci'tw /jIj?/k'<i on. (Wci i^nadcb en the avtiagv than do thcii cdaibtnatcb 
cini'CCi'/ (II the ^ame cCiiAit'i i'n an ABCVf Ixuih? 

A question of critical importance both on the campus and in the 
research literature deals v/ith the actual academic performance of students 
taking courses on a pass-fail basis, as compared to that of traditionally 
graded students. Subjects in the study were asked to report their current 
grade averages in the course at the time the student questionnaire was 
administered. These data made possible a direct comparison of the perfor- 
mance of students enrolled on a pass-fail basis in 27 selected courses with 
that of counterpart ABCDF graded students. Table 18 shows the results of 
this analysis. 

When the two subgroups were compared, no appreciable difference 
was noted in the mean student reported mid-term grades for the pass-fail 
students as compared to the mean student reported mid-term grades for the 
traditionally graded counterpart students. The mean for the pass-fail 
students was 8.59 as compared to 8.85 for the ABCDF students (when 8 = B-, 
9 = B, etc.). These data must be considered tentative in that 127 of the 
total sample failed to report what their achieved grade was at mid-term, 
thereby introducing a possible bias in the results. 

Another way of looking at these same data is provided by the over- 
all distributions of grades reported by the two subgroups in the 27 classes. 
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As shown In Table 18, the percentages in each of the categories are quite 
similar in the "A" category. The ABCDF graded students show a discernibly 
hitjhor proportion in the A-/B+ category and a correspondingly lower pro- 
portion in the C+/C category. 

On the basis of these student self-reports, it may be concluded 
that both categories of students were achieving on the average between a 
"B-" and a "B" grade. Neither group demonstrated a statistically signifi- 
cant superiority over the other. 

10, Oo btudcnti to/ic oAii oiU'iU'd in cviiMcs un a }.yUi-^cUZ option 
babth ncpL'it (Ui\li{ii ^cvo^'i 0[J iatiit^act.icn ivith f/jaic Cfui5o.5 tJian do tliM 
c(\iistnatch who iTii' takin^] tlm soiwi; c^'aiit'i on an ABCPF i]iadcd 6as<i? 

Some advocates of pass-fail grading have speculated that in the 
absence of traditional letter grading students would derive greater satis- 
faction from their academic course work. To test that premise, a compari- 
son was made between subjects enrolled in the 27 target classes on a pass- 
fail and the ABCDF graded Lasis. As shown by the data in Table 19, the 
mean level of satisfaction, considering all 27 courses collectively, was 
moderately high for both ^ass-fail (5.33) and ABCDF graded students (5.18). 
These mean scores were not substantially different from one another. In 
addition, the distributions of ratings for the two subgroups were re- 
markably similar to one another. It may be concluded that the global 
satisfaction ratings for the two subgroups fail to demonstrate that rated 
satisfaction with a course is enhanced by taking courses on a pass-fail 
graded basis. 
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Some of the items in Table 9 also bear indirectly on this issue. 
For instance, the item, "I would recommend this course to a friend who 
asked me about it." was responded to affirmatively by approximately 58% 
of the students with pass-fail experience who answered the question. 

In interpreting the data in Table 9, it is important to bear in 
mind that the responses reflect the items that were applicable to stu- 
dent respondents in characterizing the pass-fail experiences they had 
had. The variable N shown for the various items indicates simply the 
number of respondents who found the item applicable. For example, the 
data reveal that 66 ii of the respondents reported that they had felt less 
anxious in the first pass-fail course they had taken than they typically 
did when taking courses on the ABCDF basis. This proportion of re- 
spondents held up when subjects reported on their experience in subse- 
quent (2nd and 3rd) pass-fail courses as well. A second consistent 
finding among those with pass-fail experience in one, two, or three 
courses was that 39% of the respondents reported that they "got more 
out ot the course than I usually do." Also, about a third of the stu- 
dents with pass-fail experience reported that they worked less hard 
when taking a course on a pass-fail basis than they usually do. How- 
ever, another one-fifth of these students reported that they worked 
harder. Finally, about one-tenth of the students had taken or were then 
taking at least one other course in the same academic discipline as the 
course they took on a pass-fail option basis. An additional 15% to 30% 
reported that they would like to but had not yet implemented that intent. 
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It may be concluded from these more specific ratings that a sizable 
proportion of pass-fail subjects perceived their pass-fail course experi- 
ences as being more positive in certain respects than their traditionally 
graded courses had been. These positive outcomes include getting more 
out of the course, being less anxious during it, and being encouraged to 
explore subject areas they otherwise would not have explored. 

//. What (ittitudci do i^tudCHt&, iaciiXtij, and admuiat/iatou lioCd 
tomid specified hypo thcXi cat changes <»i tlic paAi-^aU gnadin(\ bijbtm? 

At the core of the extensive deliberations regarding the pass-fail 
option system has been the proposal regarding possible revisions of the 
pass-fail option system. Various proposals for change have been advanced. 
To assess sentiments on the part of students, faculty, and administrators 
with respect to the various alternatives, the investigators incorporated 
into the questionnaire the various proposals advanced at U. T. Austin and 
additional ideas suggested by the pass-fail research literature. The 
intent was to assay sentiment about a whole array of alternatives extend- 
ing from leaving the pass-fail option system as it is, to revising it in 
specified ways, to eliminating it entirely. The attitudes expressed 
about these alternatives by students, faculty, and administrators are 
summarized in Tables 20, 21, and 22, respectively. 

Should the oass-fail option system at U. T. Austin be abolished? 
Students, faculty, and administrators concurred in the judgment that the 
undergraduate pass-fail option should not be abolished, though they varied 
in the degree of their convictions. On the average, the responses to this 
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alternative ranged from strong objection by students (1.52) to moderate 
opposition on the part of faculty (2.40) to slight reticence by adminis- 
trvitors (3.44). It is noteworthy that among tho student sample, strongest 
opposition to abolition of the pass-fail system came from those students 
with pass-fail experience (1.24) as compared with those students without 
any pass-fail experience (1.76). 

Considering responses of "5," "6," and "7" on the seven-point scale 
as support for this option, the data reveal that approximately 4 . of the 
student sample, 15 . of the faculty sample, and 33% of the administrator 
sample supported the abolition of the pass-fail system. 

S hould the pass-fail option system at U. T. Austin be left as it is? 
The mean scores for the three samples fell in the intermediate range: 4.22 
for the students, 4.01 for the faculty, and 3.21 for the administrators. 
These scores are apt to be deceptive, at least in the case of the student 
and faculty groups. Rather than indicating complete neutrality on the 
question, an example of the distribution of the ratings for the students 
indicates 43 as being supportive of the alternative, 325; as being apposed, 
and 25 as being uncertain or neutral. The faculty were almost equally di- 
vided across the range of the scale, with 35.' supporting, 32?.' opposing, and 
32 uncertain or neutral. Comparable data for the administrators, as sug- 
gested by the mean for that sample, indicates 57:,' opposing this alternative, 
27 supporting it, and ]8% uncertain or neutral. 

It may be concluded that substantial opposition and support exist 
among the three groups on leaving the pass-fail option system as it is. 

What types of changes in the pass-fail option system are desirable 
a t U. T. Austin ? All subjects in the study responded to 17 hypothetical 
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revisions in the pass- fail option system. For all three groups, the re- 
sponses given to the various alternatives presented ranged widely in the 
degree of support or opposition expressed. This was particularly true in 
the cases of students and administrators. Their mean scores on the 17 
alternatives ranged from 1.52 to 6.29 for students and from 1.60 to 6.64 
for administrators. The range in mean scores for faculty was from 2.30 
to 5.99. 

All three samples strongly supported the desirability of requiring 
instructors to advise pass-fail students what the minimum competence 
standards wouid be for a particular course. The administrators (5.30) 
and faculty (5.47) generally supported the requirement that pass-fail 
students do at least "C" (as opposed to "D") work in order to receive a 
"pass" when taking a course on a pass-fail basis. Students were much less 
receptive to this possibility, as indicated by their mean rating (3.60), 
but were not strong ^J' opposed to requiring at least "C" work in pass- fail 
courses . 

In general, the students\ere in favor of options that increased 
their range of alternatives and were opposed to those options that impeded 
them. For example, students were opposed to restricting courses they might 
take on a pass-fail option basis to those outside their major department 
and area requirements (2.53). On the other hand, faculty and administra- 
tors tended to favor this option (4.30 and 5.20, respectively). All three 
groups supported the proposition that professors should not know when 
students are registered on a pass-fail basis. 

It would appear from the data presented in Tables 20, 21, and 22 that 
faculty and administrators are in closer accord in their sentiments 
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than are students with either of the two qroups. Generally, the diversity 
of views appears yreatest with respect to administrators and students. 

12. Hi'to t»k'tOit'i^}i'afal'i' a.\c A (iu/».»:fi, pcut'fj/, and adminiit'iat'A& 

A constraint upon the utility of attitudinal data is the degree? 
to which respondents have well delineated affective dispositions, pro 
or con, toward the issue in question. As a means of inferring whether 
respondents were sufficiently conversant with the pass-fail option system 
to have developed stable attitudes regarding its value, the investigators 
souqhi to determine how knowledgeable the respondents felt themselves to 
he about the pass-fail option system. The results obtained are shown in 
Table 23 for all three subgroups. 

On the whole, the administrator sample judged themselves more con- 
versant with the system than did faculty or students. The mean of self- 
ratings of knowledgeabil i ty for the administrator sample was 5.54, as con- 
trasted to 4.35 for the faculty sample and 4.28 for the student sample. 
When the student sample is divided into pass>fai1 and ABCOF subsamples, 
pass-fail students emerge as judging themselves to be appreciably more 
knowledcjoablo (5. Ob; than do their ABCDF counterparts (3.61). 

Overall, the data for all three samples reveal feelings of average 
to above average knowledgeability regarding the pass-fail system of grading. 
However, it is important to note that 23' of the student sample, 19/ of the 
faculty sample, and 9 of the administrator sample rated themselves "1" or 
"2" on t.ho "not well informed" end of the seven-point scale. This sizable 
minority, particularly among the students and faculty, who felt themselves 
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to be not very conversant with the pass-fail option system, raises a 
(juostion about the reliability of their responses to some of the questions 
askod. This finding also suggests the need for wider dissemination of 
infonnation to students and faculty about this alternative to traditional 
ijrading practices. 

IS. u'/uif cixc the tijpci And extent pcAccawi ai.inini.itXA.tivL' 
f-'ii'luv-iMS ait5(»i(j i^t'i be til adminutXiLtoXb and f^acuHtii in ccniunction nHth 
die o<j».n'i'i>u*/fijf t'.^ tlw ».\t44-i(a<t' ci^^tion {iiading subtm^ 

Taking a course on a pass-fail option basis is not restricted to 
transactions occurring within the classroom. Administrative considera- 
tions, such as detenninin one's eligibility, usually involve advisers 
in academic deans' offices, as well as faculty in the administrative 
aspects of their jobs. When a student decides to change his enrollment 
status, additional administrative steps are required. The investigators 
felt that a comprehensive evaluation of the pass-fail system must inquire 
into relevant administrative considerations. This was done in several ways. 
Initially, questions were asked about the impact or perceived impact of 
administrative practices on students. Subsequently, other questions in- 
quired into the impact of administrative practices on administrators and, 
secondarily, on faculty. 



With respect to the sti^ent data, students with some pass-fail 
option course experience were asked for a global judgment regarding the 
degree to which the administrative procedures necessary for pass-fail 
registration had been an inconvenience. As shown by the data in Table 24, 
requisite administrative procedures v/ere not perceived as constituting a 
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substantial IncnnvonioiKe. The mean rating for those students who had had 
pass-fall course experience was 3.08 on a scale on which "1" equalled "not 
at all" and "7" equalled "to a great extent." It is noteworthy that 42-. 
of the pass-fail student respondents rated the item "1." 

Those students who had not previously taken a course at U. T. Austin 
on a pass-fail basis were asked the related question, "To what extent have 
the administrative procedures served as a deterrent to your taking a course 
on a pass-fail option basis?" The mean rating for this item was 4.06. 
This mean score is somewhat deceptive in light of the bimodal distribution 
of the responses. A«; can be seen from an inspection of the ratings in 
Table 24, 29 of the student respondents considered the administrative pro- 
cedures not at all a deterrent (a rating of "1") while 24*; considered the 
administrative procedures serving as a deterrent to a great extent (a rating 
of "7"). 

A parallel question was asked of the faculty. They were asked to 
indicate their perceptions of the degree of inconvenience administrative 
procedures related to pass-fail registration had caused students known to 
them. Ihe results obtained are shown in Table 25. Faculty responses were 
quite similar to those of the pass-fail students. The mean for the faculty 
sample was 2.81, indicating that the inconvenience they perceived was quite 
limlled. The inconvenience personally experienced by the faculty them- 
selves was even more limited. When asked the extent to v/hich administra- 
tive procedures had been a deterrent to their offering a course available 
on a pass-fail option basis, the mean was a minimal 1.91. Sixty-eight per- 
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cent of the faculty sdinplo reported that it \.'3s "not at all" a consideration 
tor I hem. 

The samo questions asked of the faculty were also asked of the admin- 
istrators. The data obtained are shown in Table 26. Students known to the 
administrators were rated as having been moderately (4.39) inconvenienced 
by these procedures. This relatively high mean score probably reflects the 
fact that students known to administrators necessarily are likely to be 
those requiring special assistance. The administrators' responses regarding 
their personal experience with administrative procedures were very similar 
to those of faculty. Administrators, too. indicated that the procedures 
were only a limited deterrent (2.43). with 54'^: reporting that they were 
not at all a deterrent. 

The three target sample groups were asked an additional series of 
(Questions dealing with other administrative issues that have been raised. 
Responses given to these questions by the stuJent. faculty, and administra- 
tor samples are shown in Tables 27, 28. and 29, respectively. As shown in 
Table 27, students tended to concur that administrative considerations ap- 
oeared to be ven greater weight In formulating policy regarding the pass- 
fail option system tnan were student preferences (5.59) or faculty pref- 
erences (4.93) on a scale on which "7" represents "strong agreement" with 
the statement. Students tended to disagree with or were uncertain (3.42) 
about the statement that faculty are less willing to spend time with pass- 
fail students than with fellow students taking the same course on an ABCDF 
basis. Similarly, student respondents tended to disagree (3.46) or were 
uncertain whether or not faculty were likely to lower course standards for 
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pass-fail students. 

Faculty responses to the same questions listed in Tab> 27 are 
shown in Table 28. Faculty appeared to be uncertain or neutral as to 
vvhether or not greater weight was given to administrative considerations 
over student preferences (4.10) or faculty preferences (4.05) in deter- 
mining pass-fail policies. The faculty respondents disagreed with the 
other two questions suggesting the possibility of differential treatment 
being accorded pass-fail registrants in their classes (2.59 and 3.59, 
respectively). 

As shown in Table 29. administrator responses to the administrative 
issues tended to parallel those of the faculty on three of the four common 
questions asked both groups. The single exception dealt with the issue 
of lowering standards for a minimally passing grade. The administrator 
sample was in mild agreement (4.76) with the assertion, while the faculty 
Sample was in mild disagreement (3.59). 

Two additional questions were aske'- the administrator sample 
only. These two questions inquired as to whether administrative consider- 
ations should be given greater weight than either student or faculty pref- 
erences for determining policies about the pass-fail option system. The 
administrators tended to disagree that administrative considerations should 
be primary over student preferences (3.48) or faculty preferences (3.06). 

While there may be other facets of the administration of the pass- 
fail option system that may be causing substantial difficulty to those 
involved, only limited evidence is provided by these data in support of 
the sterotypic "administrative hassle" as it applies to the pass-fail 
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system or for undue administrative influence in policy formulation. 
Similarly, relatively little evidence exists in support of a contention 
that differential treatment is accorded pass-fail students, in contrast 
to ABCDF students, by faculty. 

U, W/uif /uii been the CKpcxiaice C'i aJmouA tiatcli in iinpUcmentina 

fiV j.uN.s-aaa' .'pfa-n i Mi tow? 

In the deliberations on the pass-fall option system, it was apparent 
that some concern existed regarding the task for administrators in imple- 
menting the systeir The administrator sample was. therefore, queried about 
the nature of the experience they had. 

Initially, administrators were asked to make a rating of the degree 
of difficulty they experienced in administering two aspects of the pass- 
fail option system. As shown in Table 30, administrators rated their ef- 
forts as being of moderate difficulty with respect to pass-fail registration 
procedures (3.71). It is important to note, however, the wide range of 
responses given, and particularly the relatively large proportion of re- 
spondents rating at both extremes of the continuum. For example, 45% rated 
the item "1" or "2," indicating minimal difficulty, and 33% rated the item 
"6" or "7." indicating great difficulty. Given the differential degree of 
involvement of the administrators in the sample, it may be that the "great 
difficulty" raters were those most intimately involved in the procefs. 

The administrators' responses in characterizing the degree of diffi- 
culty experienced by them in handling the "niper work" involved in ad- 
ministering the pass-fail option system revealed an overall mean (3.69) 
suggesting limited to moderate difficulty. As with the previous question 
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on this table, the mean is somewhat deceptive, considering the variability 
of responses across the range of the scale. The comments made with re- 
spect to administrators' ratings of tie administration of the pass-fail 
option system are also applicable here. While the overall administrator 
sample was not experiencing particular difficulties with the attendant 
paper work i significant subset {28%) of the sample was. 

The results applicable to the above two questions are subject to 
a further constraint. Spontaneous comments given by several of the re- 
spondents regarding these questions indicate that there was some ambi- 
guity with respect to the intent of the two questions. If alternative 
constructions were placed on the meaning of the two items by the re- 
spondents, the reliability of their responses would be decreased. 

m. hi piiTL' t tee., lo/iiit ti tlic dcccLce adminiiViatoi adhc/iencQ 
tc ttw univcihittj and coZtegc nU^^h ipi'ciitjing condition^ ^.mttctpa- 
tion in cuimc^ on a. piU^'^cUZ option baiii? 

In administering the pass-fail option system at U. T. Austin, the 
administrators or other academic advisers are asked to comply with five 
University rules regarding eligibility. Also, a number of the colleges 
and schools have additional rules for their own students. To ascertain 
what the nature of existing practice was in Implementing these rules, 
administrators were asked what their experience had been in adhering to 
each of the applicable regulations. The results obtained are summarized 
in Table 31. The data reveal a tendency to adhere to all rules most of 
the time. Nevertheless, as can be seen from an inspection of the data. 
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dt least three rules were "rarely" or only "sonjetimes" enforced by a signi- 
ficant minority of administrators. These three rules are (1) students must 
state their intentions to register for a course on a pass-fail basis by a 
given date; (2) the department concerned must decide whether a course 
taken on a pass-fail basis :nay be counted as part of the student's major 
requirements; and (3) advanced standing examinations on a pass-fail basis 
may be permitted in required subjects. Whether or not these departures 
from the rules reflect on the viability of the rules themselves is a judg- 
ment that sliojld be made by the persons most concerned. 
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DISCUSSION 

Conclusions 

In reviewing the extensive amount of data compiled, the following 
conclusions are indicated with respect to the basic questions posed: 

Question #1: WhaX. the. incidence, 6tude.nt eifi/Lotbnent in 
couiici on a fxm-icUZ option b(i&i& aX U, T, AuAtin duAing the. 1973 Fall 
Scintvitci? 

a. The incidence of student enrollment in courses on a pass-fall 
option basis at U. T. Austin during the 1973 Fall Semester was 3,896 
undergraduate course registrations. This number represented 2.51% of 
all course registrations during the semester. On the basis of the 1.89 
average number of courses taken on the pass-fail option basis by the 
student subjects in this study, it is estimated that not more than 3,500 
students accounted for these pass-fail registrations. 

b. Given that the average number of pass-fail registrations for 
student subjects who had pass-fail experience was 1.89, and that only 7% 
of these subjects had taken more than three courses on a pass-fail option 
basis it is clear that optional pass-fall registration is only a miniscule 
part of any one student's total course work. 

Question #2: Vo ceitxUH college.& ofi ^chucU have a Wiqqa pro- 
portionate (Knrctbnmv tiuxn do othcxi ojj s^tudenX^i tating theAA coun^e^ on 
a pa46-^ait option ba^ii? 

The relative incidence of pass-fall registrations across the various 
colleges and schools varied widely from a high of 1,119 registrations in 
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courses offered by tne College of Social and Behavioral Sciences to 14 
in the College of Ph.inuacy. In no case was the proportion of , pass-fail 
course registrations out of the total number of all registrations for 
that college or school greater than 6.54^S. That proportion was achieved 
by the School of Nursing (System-Wide) . The second highest incidence 
(4.53 .) and the third highest (4.43%) were achieved by the College of 
Education and the Division of General and Comparative Studies, respectively. 

Quest !»*n #3: W/uit a,xc tka demogfiaphic cha'iach'n.isticb btiidcnti 
cunicntiij UhiHi] coai5C5 on a pa&i-^iLU option biU<i? Speci^icaUij, what 
dc indices I'ft acadmic /.vtcwf.ttU* atut jivt.^otJHaMCC, cCassif^icLiticn Cfucf, 
io\, ct»lfc;U' i'iii\in, ixnd )yjbt-baccalaun\itc cducaticnat pCans ic'voa£ 
iiLhKit the mcdiUL c/Miac Cc'tcitcdA a itvnpU students takinci ccuiscs on 
a jL\ni-j^itu' option bails? 

a. Students in the sample who had taken courses on a pass-fail 
option basis tended to be similar in most respects to students who had 
not. However, a small but consistent intellectual superiority was noted 
in favor of the pass-fail students on a number of academic indices. 

b. The pass-fail st.udent was most likely to be a senior who had 
done all of his collegiate work at the University, was somewhat uncer- 
tain of his future career plans, and was more likely to be majoring in 
social and behavioral sciences or business administration than in en- 
gineering, fine arts or pharmacy. 

Question #4: What o/ic the betce^i heZd by students, faculty, and 
' admin-is tiatou about the mcdat dla1actc^i sties o^ students who takz couUeA 
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at a /Aiii-.vTtC option (uin';' 

a. Students, faculty, and administrators predominantly believe 
that those who take advantage of the pass-fail option are equally dis- 
tributed across the total range of ability among students. This belief 
is erroneous. Students who register on a pass-fail option basis are 
skewed toward the upper ranges of academic potential and performance. 

b. Faculty and administrators' beliefs that students are less 
anxious about courses they take on a pass-fail basis are confirmed by 
students' reports of what their actual experiences have been. 

c. Faculty (52?;) and administrators (74%) believed that students 
taking courses on a pass-fail option basis work less hard than they 
usually do in ABCDF graded courses. This impression was supported by 
the impressions of approximately one-third of the student sample. On 
the other hand, approximately one-fifth of the student sample reported 
that they had actually worked harder. 

d. A majority of administrators (5755) but fewer faculty {27%) 
felt that students get less out of courses taken on a pass-fail option 
basis than courses taken on an ABCDF graded basis. On the other hand, 
approximately 39% of the students with pass-fail experience felt they 
had benefited more from the courses; only 11% felt they got less out of 
the courses. 

Question #5: What ate thz betcc^A -iturfcw^. ^acutty, and ad- 
minibOiatoii aboiLt tiie. aaidmic ofUctitaXion and cotm<JbneyU to UaminQ 
hcUd bij twdcn.jiaduate ytuddnti at U. T. AiLittn? 

a. Faculty and administrators tend to support ABCDF grading as 
being essential for undergraduate U. T. Austin students, while students 
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tend to view ABCDr grading as being noxious but necessary academic routine. 
Littl? evidence was found of contnitment to "learning for learning's sake." 

b. Students, faculty, and administrators concurred that grades are 
necessary for purposes of graduate study and job placement and as helpful 
feedback to both students and faculty. 

c. While students tend to prefer to minimize or eliminate grading, 
faculty and administrators prefer not to do so. 

Question #6. What oAe the. pfLincipcU. tcdioiis icpcttcd by Aixtdznt& 
f^cfL tlicin taiUnj) cou/UCi on a pcm-^ciU basis? 

a. The primary motives reported by students for taking courses 
on a pass-fail option basis were to lighten their academic course loads 
and to reduce the "threat value" of letter grades while taking the courses. 

b. Secondarily, students felt the pass-fail option served as a useful 
vehicle for academic exploration in a minor or interest area. It was seen 

as an appreciably less viable means for helping select a major. 

Question #7: W/taf Is the. degicc oi xcpo^ttd batii^action by ytu- 
t/t'Kti ivUli the piLhi-iali cootscA tlity have taken? 

a. Pass-fail students were moderately satisfied with the courses 
they had taken on a pass-fail basis in accomplishing the intended purposes 
the students had in taking them. 

b. Pass-fail students were moderately satisfied in the global 
sense with their experience in the 27 target classes examined, but they 
were no more satisfied than were their ABCDF graded counterparts. 
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Question ^8: U7kU axti the p-rimiiij ficasoni ^acutttj and admini&VLX' 
f--ii impute t,' students as tlio ba^cb taking paiA-flrtd' craue^, and how 
"Ccuitimtc" do ttwtj con^idcn. f/io-io icaionA tc bet 

a. Faculty and administrators are quite accurate in their percep- 
tions of the primary reasons students are taking courses on a pass-fail 
basis. These reasons include; (1) lightening one's academic load; (2) maxi- 
mizing learning without having to worry about grades; (3) reducing anxiety 
about one's grades; and (4) minimizing risk of low grades in an unfamiliar 
area. 

b. When faculty and administrators were asked to evaluate how 
"legitimate" they considered student reasons for taking the courses to be, 
a close correspondence was not found between the most frequent reasons 
given (among 10 reported) and the frequency with which faculty considered 
those reasons to be "legitimate." The most frequent reason, "lightening 
one's academic load," was ranked eighth by faculty and seventh by adminis- 
trators in degree of legitimacy. 

c. Overall, faculty members do not perceive students as using pass- 
fail courses as a vehicle for lessening class attendance; however, adminis- 
trators on the average tend to believe that pass-fail courses result in 
reduced attendance. 

Question #9: Vo htudtntA laho oAe taiUng couAAei on a pa^&'^oM 
optAon batli lecc^ve lUghoA ox towzA Q^ad^^ on tht avcAagc. than do tkoAA 
cCoAAmafci znAcUzd iv. the. hame. ttoAie^ on an ABCPF boA-cif 

a. Both pass-fail and ABCDF graded students were achieving on the 
average at a "B-" to "B" level in the 27 target classes surveyed. 

b. No significant difference in the performance of the two sub- 
groups was found. 
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Question H]Q: Vc !>mdcnt& kIw axa cuAoUcd oi ccuxhch cn a /.Mii- 
.vtti oi^^uoH ihihii it'poit iiiglii'X CcvUi Oft SiXtiif,nctivn unth thoic couwci 
oidti do tlicix Oxuimatu idio clxc .txkbig the iiunc cmiici on an A6CPF 

a. Both pass-fail and ABCDF graded students in 27 target classes 
were moderately satisfied with the class experience they were having. 

b. No significant difference existed in the relative level of 
overall satisfaction reported by pass-fail (5.33) and ABCDF graded stu- 
dents (5.18) in the 27 classes. 

c. Based on their experience in all optional pass-fail courses 
taken at U. T. Austin, about one-third of the pass-fail students reported 
that they wanted to take additional courses in the disciplines in which 
they had taken their pass-fail work. 

Question #11: aVut attitudes do &.tudait&, faculty, and adminlitna- 
toih /icU't/ tuiMid ApecA^ied hijpotheticai changa. An the piUi-fidU gfiading 

a. Students, faculty, and administrators concur that the under- 
graduate pass-fail option system of grading should not be abolished. 

b. Strongest support among students for this conclusion comes 
fron students with pass-fail experience. 

c. Among those holding the opposing view, the strongest sentiment 
came from the administrator sample. 

d. Both faculty and administrators are almost equally divided 
about the need for changing the system. A large proportion of both groups 
are either uncertain or have no particular feelings one way or the other. 

so 

o 
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c. StuTlents,' faculty, and administrators concurred in supporting 
the desirability of changiRg the present system to require specification 
of the minimum con:petencc standards- 

f. Students, faculty, and administrators concurred in supporting 
the desirability of assuring that professors have no knowledge of which 
students are regi stereo on a pass -fail option basis. 

g. Administrators and faculty generally supported the suggestion 
that pass-fail students be required to attain at least a "C" in order tc 
receive a 'pass" (CR) grade when taking a course on a pass-fail option 
basis; students were only mildly opposeo to the suggestion. 

h. Students tended to favor change options that increased their 
range of alternatives and were opposed to those that constrained them. 

i. Faculty and administrators tenaed to concur in seeing a need 
for maintaining constraints on students' use of pass-fail options. 

Question i^12: Hm kncivZcdgejible (Uit itudznJU, ^aculttj, and admiifu^- 
t^cLto^b about the pnue^nt po^A-jJo^ oftA.on itj^tm of, gna^Ung? 

a. Overall, students, faculty, and administrators were moderately 
conversant with the pass-fail option system of grading. Among these three 
groups, the administrators reported that they were the most conversant. 

b. A significant minority (about one-fifth) of both the student and 
faculty samples considered themselves almost completely nonconversant with 
the pass-fail option system at U. T. Austin. 

Question #13: What a/ie tho. typt& and txttnt ci paAceA-vad admini&tna- 
liMit p'lobile/ni oAJUing iofi botii ajdmini&tMXo^^i a\r.d iaaiLttj in tcnjtincXion 
icitU tlic ityt,.'iicihuvtcjUon of, -t/.e paA6-^aJ.t option Qfiading ^y&toti? 

a. Administrative procedures necessary for pass-fail registration 
were not perceivec- hy pass-fail students sr. being an inconvenience. 
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c. Students, faculty, and administrators concurred in supporting 
the desirability of changing the present system to require specification 
of the minimum competence standards • 

f. Students, faculty, and administrators concurred in supporting 
the desirability of assuring that professors have no knowledge of which 
students are registered on a pass-fail option basis. 

g. Administrators and faculty generally supported the suggestion 
that pass-fail students be required to attain at least a "C" in order to 
receive a 'pass" (CR) grade when taking a course on a pass-fail option 
basis; students were only mildly opposed to the suggestion. 

h. Students tended to favor change options that increased their 
range of alternatives and were opposed to^those that constrained them. 

i. Faculty and adniinis^' ators tenoed to concur in seeing d need 
for maintdir.ing constraints on stude»us' use of pass-fail options. 

Question f#12: Hew fcnciofcugcai^Co omc itidctttA, {^aciU'tij, atul admim^- 
.tiato\b about the p^cient poAi'^OAl option itjAtvm of, giadbu]? 

a. Overall, students, faculty, and administrators were iroderately 
conversant with the pass-fail option system of grading. Among these three 
groups, the administrators reported that they were the most conversant. 

b. A significant minority (about one-fifth) of both the student and 
faculty samples considered themselves almost contpletely nonconversant with 
the pass-fail option system at U. T. Austin. 

Question <Sfl3: tiViaf oac the ttjpCA and extent cf^ pCAceivcd odmtnlitAa 
Uve yiobd'irb alining ^on both adtiUfUAViaXoM^ ur:d ^acuiXu it- cotijancUcn 
iK'ith the in-yHemntc^tion of, the pabh-^OAt option QXadingi btj6teJt»? 

a. Administrative procedures necessary for pass-fail rfegistration 
were not perceivec' by pass -fail students as being an inconvenience. 
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b. The preponderance of students who had never signed up for a 
course on a pass-fail option basis did not consider the requisite admin- 
istrative procedures as having served as a deterrent to their participation. 

c. Faculty members in the sample reported that the requisite ad- 
ministrative procedures for pass-fail registration had not appeared to be 
an inconvenience to students of their acquaintance or as a deterrent to 
themselves in deciding whether or not to make available their courses on 
a pass-fail basis. 

d. Administrators reported that students known to them were 
moderately Inconvenienced by administrative procedures related to the 
registration process. 

e. The differential findings among the three samples may be due 
to variable interpretations of the question, which some respondents may 
have construed as limited to the initial registration and others inter- 
preted to extend to subsequent changes in registration status. 

f. Student respondents tended to perceive administrative con- 
siderations as being given relatively greater weight in formulating policy 
about the pass-fail option system than are student or faculty preferences. 
Faculty and administrator respondents did not concur in this perception. 

g. Students did not perceive faculty teaching courses on a pass- 
fail option basis as according pass-fail students differential treatment 
from that given ABCDF students in their classes. 

h. Administrator respondents did not see administrative consider- 
ations as being given greater weight than were faculty or student preferences 
regarding the pass-fail option system, nor did they think they should be. 
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Question =14: UV/af u.s been the cxivkcmcc cf^ adniiniitiixtcis in 
on|.M\w»:foKj the j.«.s.s-iVHt i'pf<t'»i i/<ifi'*n? 

a. On the average, administrator respondents in the sample rated 
their efforts in impleroentimj the pass-fail option system as being of 
moderate difficulty. 

b. For a substantial minority of the administrator respondents, 
implementing the p.-:.s-fail option system and attendant "paper work" have 
been highly difficult, while for others the process has been of ninimal 
difficulty. 

Question #15: In p-uictvCi'. (Wiat ti the dcgficc adminii^tiatui 
aMu'tcncc to the univctsitij and cotUcdc iilIca ipcc< .-(r/o.vj ccnditionA {^nn 
IMittciiMtion in cctwioi en a poii-^at^ option bait 4? 

a. Compliance with most of the ruUs governing the pass-fail 
option system has been observed. 

b. The three rules most often ignored are (1) students must sta;e 
their intentions to register for a course on a pass-fail basis by a given 
date; (2) the department concerned irust decide whether a course taken on 
a pass-fail basis may be counted as part of the student's major require- 
ments; and (3) advanced standing examinations on a pass-fail basis may be 
permitted in required subjects. 

Implications 

It is significant to the investigators that the degree of contro- 
versy surrounding the optional pass-fail grading issue hfls been so ex- 
tended, even though pass-fail re^jistration constitutes only a relatively 
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small proportion of the students' academic program. Two major factors 
may account for the difficulty: the first is a pragmatic consideration 
and the second is a substantive issue. 

The pragmatic issue centers on the administration of the program. 
Those persons most intimately involved are heavily burdened by the ad- 
ditional workload that implementation of the pass-fail option system 
requires. It is not surprising that administrators strongly support 
the change option that proposed liiritirg to one the number of times a 
student might change his mind about his enrollment status as a pass* 
fail or ABCDF graced student in a course. Presumably, rule changes or 
increased staffing would be means cf dealing with thfe roblcm at this 
practice 1 level. 

This second aspect is not easily dealt with. At the heart of the 
issue appears to be a basic value conflict between students on the one 
hand and faculty and administrators on the other. At stake are the faculty 
and adnnnistra tors' commitment to academic excellence in an upwardly mobile 
university and the traditional prerogative of the faculty and administra- 
tion to dictate the means by which educational objectives will be achieved 
and standards maintained. The students have equally precious values at 
stake. Their intent is to maximize their felt prerogative to increase 
their control over the character and content of their educational experi- 
ence, in pursuit of goals that are likely to differ from traditional 
academic values to which faculty and administrators are prone to subscribe. 
It should, therefore, be cf no surprise that students support changes in 
the present pass-fail option system that maxitr.izes the range of alterna- 
tives open to them, thereby permitting actualization of their diverse in- 
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terts. Similarly, it is equally consistent that faculty and eaministra- 
tors should continue to insist on the prerogatives to specify the nature 
and content of academic prograns as c ir.eans of actualizing their intents. 

The problem is not limited to conflicting educational objectives 
as ends. At issue is also the means by which these means shall be ac- 
complished. A central ethic of import to faculty and administrators is 
the c&nsi5i,:n.ent to scholarly diligence and discipline that is so well 
personified in the experiences of faculty members and adirinistrators. 
What is suggested by the data is a conviction on the part of faculty and 
administrators that the pass-fail option system may be a vehicle for cir- 
cumventing the academic rigors so central to the value ethos of academia. 

The resolution of the issue is dependent on the degree of willing- 
ness of the faculty and administrators to accept the legitimacy cf stu- 
oent uses of the university for ot >r than those to which faculty and 
administrators tend to subscribe— uses that reflect something other than 
a consin tn.ent to traditional acader.ic ideals. 

The above picture is overdrawn and oversimplified. Not all unoer- 
graduates have spurned traditional academic ideals, and inar.y faculty and 
administrators are sensitive to and sympathetic with students' pursuit of 
tneir own objectives. Nevertheless, the basic conflict ir this particular 
issue, as with a rumber of other localized issues, revolves around how the 
challenge for change is received and how it is ultimately resolved. 
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Footnotes 

^Memorandum from Dr. Norman Hackerman to members of the Educational Policy 
Committee, October 20, 1967. 

^D&P 4026. [Documents and Proceedings of the Faculty (later University) 
Council, page 4026.] 

^D&P 4076. 

^D&M 9282-9284. [Documents and Minutes of the General Faculty, pages 9282- 
9284.] 

^D&M 9308. 

^D&M 9297 and letter from Dr. W. T. Tucker to Dr. Norman Hackerman, February 
19, 1968. 

^Note to Mr. Byron Shipp from Ms. Betty Gibbons, with carbon to Dr. W. T. 
Tucker, April 4, 1968. 

W 5011-5012. 

5042-5043 and D&M 10449-10450. 

5111-5112; D&P 5163-5164 and D&M 10551-10552. 
^b&P 5330. 
l^D&P 5328-5330. 

^^Memoundum dated March 12, 1973, to The Deans Council from Dr. Max Westbrook, 
for the Sub-Committee of the Deans Council. 

^ W 5378-5388 and D&M 10780-10790. 

5391. 

1 W 5425-5428 and D&M 10816-10820. 
^^D&P 5443-5444 and D&M 10835-10836. 

^^Berry, M. C. "The Pass-Fail Option: A Review of the Literature." Office of 
The Vice President for Student Affairs, The University of Texas at Austin, April 
1973 (Typewritten). 

^ ^Letter from President Stephen H. Spurr to Dr. Ronald M. Brown t dated June 26, 
1973. 
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"Berry, M. C. , Appel . V. H.. and Liberty, P. G., Jr., "Proposal for A Study of 
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Table 2a 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF ENROLLMENTS BY COLLEGE OR SCHOOL OF THE CLASSES 
FROM WHICH STUDENT SUBJECTS WERE TAKEN 



College or 
School 



Number of 
Undergraduate 
Registrations 
(Fall, 1973) 



Number of 
Undergraduate 
t^egl strati ons 
In The Sample 



Percent Of 
Total Registrations 
Represented In 
The Sample 



School of Architecture 2,822 

College of Business 

Administration 16,137 

School of Communications 5,847 

College of Education 11,251 

College of Engineering 7,276 

College of Fine Arts 10,237 

Division of General and 

Comparative Studies 4,494 

College of Humanities 25,019 

College of Natural Sciences 36,289 

College of Pharmacy 2,103 

College of Social and 

Behavioral Sciences 33,031 

School of Nursing 

(System- Wide) 627 

Overall 155,133 
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45 
36 
96 
59 

53 
54 
96 
62 

184 

9 



2.87% 

0.58% 
0.77% 
0.32% 
1.32% 
0.58?. 

i.iar 

0.22% 
0.26% 
2.95% 

0.56% 

1.44% 
0.56% 
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Table 2b 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE CLASSES FROM WHICH THE STUDENT 

SUBJECTS WERE TAKEN 

Class Number In Number of P-F Number of ABCDF 

Class Registrants Graded Students 



PI 104 
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z 
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CH 325M 


49 
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42 


MUS 606A (a) 


25 


14 


11 


MUS 606A (b) 


34 


22 


12 


INS 357 


16 
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12 


HE 320 


26 
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PHY 341 
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GOV 366 


86 


23 


63 
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41 
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35 


CC 630A 


26 
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19 


PEN 363 


49 
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41 


OAl. 340 


11 
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GS 339 


13 
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E 379M 


17 
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J 325 


21 
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18 


GS 321 


40 
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35 


PHR 338 ' 
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59 


ARC 348 


81 
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35 
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28 


SPE lllL 


24 
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16 


PEN 320 


47 
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41 


EDP 667B1 
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Table 2b (Continued) 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE CLASSES FROM WHICH THE STUDENT 

SUBJECTS WERE TAKEN 



Class 


Class 


Number In 


Number of P-F 


Number of ABCDF 


Number 




Class 


Registrants 


Graded Students 


24 


SOC 320K 


22 
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18 


25 


RE 358 


55 


13 


42 


26 


OA 304 


23 
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19 


27 


EDP 667A1 


15 
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14 


Total 
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674 
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ERIC 



SniOENT PASS-PAIL OPTION QUESriO.>BCIVIR£ 
Tke University of Texas at Austin 



fr'*"'"^^ - the past year considerable discussion has focused on the 

•»4er«rad«ate Pass-Fail Option syste« of grading at U.T. Austin and its possible 
ivvision. Students, faculty, and administrators are agreed that insufficient 
tf«t. .re available on which to base reasonable decisions about the desirability 
•f «h«»8e. Itence. carefully selected representative samples of all three groups 
m beine asked to participate in this important survey. Your responses will 
kelp to provide an adequate data base that will be used in fortailating future 
pplicies concerning the undergraduate Pass-Fail Option. Your opinions win 
count! Please help us by completing the attached questionnaire. Thank you. 



I 
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BEST COPY AVAIIABIE 

STODEMT PASS-FAIL OPTION QUESTIONNAIRE 

aS££tl££«: The questions listed below Pofer to the elective pass.fail syst.m 
•(p«»8.fell option) at The University of T«.s at Austin as presently available 
to .ophoBore. junior, and sen£or students. If your experience with pass-fall 
eeurses has been at another eoUeelate Institution, or If you are fanlllar 
».lth the pass-fall system at the graduate level, or If you have taken required 
imdoreraduate courses available onl^r on a pass.fall basis, dlsrecsrd thoso ex- 
porlences. We want to get your Impressions as they pertain to undergraduate 
•tudents at U,T. Austin who elect to Uke certain courses on a pass.fall option 
basis. Respond to all appropriate questions oven if you are not entirely sure 
of your answer. Usually, your first response is the best one. 

Ploase note that the term -ABCDF grading- is used throughout this question- 
•aire and refers to the traditional systea of letter grading, 

^' JliiiuiiiS^ ^» completing this 



name of course 



wjmber of course le.g., i-tyeh. 30iT 



unique nusber of course 

2. Are you Uking this course on a Pass-Pall basis? 

(1) les 

(2) No 

y. Bow satisfied are you with this course? (Circle the appropriate nur-.ber.) 
V«y Onsatlsfled 1 2 3 4 5 6. 7 Very Satisfied 



(13) 


A* 


(10) 


B* 


(07) _ 




Co^)- 


— 


(01) 


C12) 


A 


(09) 


B 


(06) _ 


_ c 


(03) _ 






(n) 


A- 


(08) 


B- 


(05) _ 


— c- 


(02) _ 







p 



(Go on to the next page.) 
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BEST CCPK ^^^^i^ 



2 



5. What ;rad« Av«ra,'.e havo y©u earned In this eoHrso up to this pplnt, based 
on grades received? 

U3) _ A* (JO) ^ (07) C* (0^) IK (01) ^ F 
A (09) ^ B (06) ^ C iOy) P 

Cn) A- (oe) B- (05) r- (oi) _ d. 

6* How narur undercraduate eoursos havo you elected to Uke at U»T# Auatln on 
a Pass^Fail Option ba^ia? Check appropriate number* 



(0) 


none 


(1) 


1 


(2) 


2 


0) 


3 


M 


k 


(5) 


5 


(6) 


6 



Hew «any courses have you taken at other coiXefiZate Institutions on a Prss. 
Fall or Credit (Cr)/2ion-Credlt (NCr) basis? 



(0) 


none 


(1) 


X 


(2) 


2 


(3) 


3 


(*) 


4 


(5) 


5 


(6) 


6 



8. To help you In solectln- your major, have you elected to take at least ono 
eourae at U,I. Austin on a Pass-fali basis? 

(2) tlo 

IK YOUR AISSrfEB TO QUBSTIOS #8 WAS KO^ 0X17 C-ESTION 0» 

lUjoJ!^'^"*' ^^'"^ course(s) to you In helping you select your 

Very Unimportant 12 3^56? Vory Jmportani. 

(Co on to the next pafo*} 
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BEST COPY AVAIUIBIE 



OKIT QU£STlOtI I 10 IF YOU liAVS NH? TAKEN A COUIiSS AT U.T. AUoTZti 0:i A PifiS.PAIL 

mm BASIS. 

X0# For what olhor purposes hivo you takon courses on a P&ss^FaII Option basis 
at U.T. Austin? Chock ofich itom that applios and then rate tho dojroo to 
vhich that Vtom was &ucco3&ful in accomplishing its purpose* Tho scalo 
indicated refers to tho follouinc: 

1 e not at all satisfied 

2 » nodoratoly unsati&ficd 

3 B mildly unsatisfied 

^ «» noithor sati&ficd nor unsatisfied 
5 B mildly satisfied 
. 6 8 mcdcrately satisfied 
7 B coi>ipletoly satisfied 



0:HER IMTr:Nr«iD ?'JH?05F^ f on TAKiria 
COUR.SKS CK A PA^iS-FAIL OPTION BASIS 
AT U.T. AUSTIN 

• 


DKRES TO V.:iICH YOU VEHS SATISr IE3 
VflTH CUJRSE3 TAKETJ OS PASS.FAIL CPTIOM 
IN ACC0»MJSH:NC the lr.7E.\'DED PUaPCCES 
YOU liAVE CiiECKIS AT LErT. (Circle ip- 
propriate number on checked items only^) 

NOT AT ML COVPlETZut 
SATISFIED SATISFI'u) 


a. _ To lighten tiy load. 


X 2 3 i> 5 6 7 


b« To minimize tho risk of 

low grades in ar« unfamiliar 
area. 


1 2 3 5 6 7 

• 


o« , To maximize my loarninj 
.without havirt^ to worry 
about tho grade. 


12 3 * 5 6 7 


d. ^^^^^ To avoid competition with 
students majoring in the 
area. 


X 2 3 5 6 7 


e. To enable mo to hold a 
part*timo Job. 


12 3^^67 


f • Hid novor taken a pass «f ail 
course before and wanted to 
vry It. 


X ' 2 3 * 5 6 .-7 


g» Because I*m opposed in prin« 
eiple to ether moans of 
grading. 


X 2 3 5 6 7 


h. ^^..^^^ To enable mo to tako courses 
outside n»y major area for ux« 
ploratory parposcci as a pos« 
eible minor or interest area. 


X 2 3 4 5 6 7 

• 


1* To reduce anxiety about my 
grades. 


X 2 3 5 6 7 


(write in) 


X 2 3 5 6 7 



O^OT QyRS7!0^f I n if you HA'-T TAKE!* A!IT COURSSS OM A PASS-FAlt OPTIOM BASIS 
AT U*Tft AVS^riN* 



11. 



This quostlon Inquires Into your exporlonces with courses you elected to 
take at U.T. Austin on a pass-fall basis, Includine those you nay be taking 
rlcht now. First, wrU.o In tho nano or nur.Vr of each oasa-fall course you 
have taVon in tho space in-ilcft^t-l. St.»rt with your most recent course 
tiM^course, If you Are t .KinK It on a pass .fall basis) in Column 1 and 
work backward's throu,:h Colums ?, ;j, 5, and 6. Sext, read all of the 
d«crlptlvo statements .to tho L.f t of tho columns. Then, cheek each of th« 
blanks in Co.unn i correnponiin: to the <!eseriptive sentences that apply In 
describinc your reaction to your nost recent pass-fall course. Check aoolt- 
?mJ^ in Colurj, 2 for your next nost rocent pass-fall course. Repeat 

thl- proceiuro in tho successive eolunns for as nany such courses as you 
have taken. ' 



Col. Col. Col. Col. Col. CqI. 
12 3 4 5 6 



NA.MSS OF COURSES TAfCEN' 
(write In) 




This course counted toward fulfilling 
specified Area iicqulreii«»r.ta outside the 
department In which I»n najorlng. 



b, I worked harder than I usually do for 
a course. 



0. 1 worked less hard than I usually do for 
■ a noiirsn. 



d* I was less anxious about the course 
than I usually am when 2 am graded on 
an ASCDP basis. 



I got more out of tho course than I 
usually do when eraded on an ABCDF basis. 



f. I eot less out of the course than I 
usually do when graded only on an ADCDP 
basis. 



e* It caused ne to want to take at least 
ono additional course in the SAne aca. 
denle discipline, but I have not yet 
done so. 



h. It caused no to take at least one other 
course in the sane ac.vif.-;tc dlscloline, 
and I have done or an now doing so. 



1. I would recomond this eourso to a friend 
who aske>l no about it. 



J. I would not have taken this course If it 
had been offered only on an ArCM" basis. 



lis 



s 



a2* a number of suggestions have bccp inai!e about potential changes in the 

current undergraduate pass^fail option system at U.T. Austin. Please rate 
the degree to which you would support or oppose each of the possible options 
listed below by circling the ai»propriatc number on the indicated scale at 
right. Keep in mind that the points on the scale are equivalent to the 
following: 

1 m strongly oppose 

2 • moderfttely oppose 

BEST COPY AVAItABtF 4 B neither support nor oppose 

5 m mildly support 

6 • moderately support 

7 m strongly support 



PObMttLH 0PTic.>:s IN Tnn unoercraduate 

PASS*FA1L OPTION SYSTEM AT U.T. AUSTIN 



DFCriEE TO WHICH YOU OPPOSE OR SUPPORT 
SUCH A CHANGE (Circle appropriate number) 



S1*R0NGLY 
OPPOSE 



STRONGLY 
SUPPORT 



Leave it as it is» 



b* Abolish the undergraduate pass-fail 
option completely. 



e. Restrict it to courses outside 
one*ft major department. 



dft Restrict it to courses outside one*s 
major department and outside of Area 
Requirements* 



Restrict it to courses outside onc*s 
najor department and outside of Area 
and College Requirements. 



3 4 5 6 



f» Permit each College or School within 
the University to set its own regula- 
tions about the undergraduate pass- 
fail option. 



S 4 S 6 



Permit undergraduate students to take 
AS many courses as they wish on a pass- 
fail option basis, as long as they have 
met the course prerequisites. 



3 4 S 6 



h. Extend until the end of the semester the 
point at which an undergraduate student 
can change from Pass^Fail status to 
ABCDF status . 



3 4 S 6 



1» Extend until the end of the semester the 
point at which an undergraduate student ' 
can change from ABCDF status to PdSs- 
Fail status. — — 



j» The undergraduate student should decide 
when he/she registers for a course 
whether he/she will take it on a pass- 
fail option basis and should not be 
permitted to change later. 



ERIC 



(Question is continued on next psge.*) 
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POSSIBLE OPTIONS IN Tjir. UNDERGRADUATE DECREH TO KIlIOl YOU OPPOSE OR SUPPORT 

PASS-FAIL OPTION SYSTLM AT U.T. AUSTIN THE OPTION. (Circle eppropriate number.) 

STRONGLY STRONGLY 
OPPOSE SUPPORT 



k« Require an underi:raduatc student to do 
at least C (as opposed to D) work in a 
course in-order to rcccive""a "pa.^s" 
when taking a course on a*pass»fail 
option basis* 


1 2 S 4 S 6 7 


1. Require instructors to advise under* 
graduate students takin«: their courses 
on a pass-faP option basis at the out- 
set what the minimum competence stun- 
dards for passing that course will be. 


X 2 S 4 S 6 7 


a. Require undergraduate students to havo 
a specified minimum cumulative grade* 
point average before they may take a 
course on a pass-fail option basis. 


1 2 3 4 S « 7 


A. Permit cither pass-fail fsrading or ' 
ABCUF grading >n all undergraduate 
courses that now use only pass*fail 
grading. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


0« Leave the matter of whether or not a 
student may take a particular under- 
graduate course on a pass-fail option 
basis to the discretion of the profes- 
sor involved. 


I 2 3 4 S 6 7 


p. Extend the eligibility to take courses 
on a pass^fail option basis to freshmen. 


1 2 3 4 S 6 7 


q. Assure that profesj;ors have no knowledge 
of vfhich undergraduate students arc tak- 
ing their courses on a pass-fail basis 
and which students are taking it on an 
ABCOP basis. The profi !vsor would turn in 
AOCI>F grades for al^ students » and the 
appropriate course graUe would be re* 
corded by the Registrar. 


• 

1 2 3 4 S 6 7 


r. Do not uso a failing grade received in 
an undergraduate course taken on a pass* 
fail opticn basis in calculating grade* 
point average. 


1 2 3 4 S 6 7 


a. For 'each undergrntluiite course taken on a 
pass»fail option basis, have tht* Regis- 
trar also record in a special file tho 
appropriate ACCll' letter grade camtd by 
the student, and pcrr.it the AKW letter 
grade to be retrieved and reported at the 
student's request (iot exan;pie, for grad- 
uate school admissions or for employment 
purposes • ) 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

• 



(Go on to the neat page.) 
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JS. On the U.T. Austin campus, a variety of beliefs exist about undergraduate stu- 
dents* arademSc orlent:itions anO the purposes served by grading. Please express 
your views about each of the utatcnents below by circling the number on the seven 
point scale thai best reflects how you feel. Keep in mind t .at the points on the 
scale are equivalent to the following: 

1 » strongly disagree 

2 * moderately disagree 

3 B mildly disagree 

BEST COPY mum 

4 • neither agree nor disagree 

5 • mildly agree 

6 p moderately agree 

7 B Strongly agree 



BELIEFS ABOUT U.T. AUSTIN' UWH1GRADUATE 
aivLirw^ia AWAUL>iJu UKJuNiATIUNS AND PUa» 
POSES OF CRi\DING 


STROMCLY 
DISAGREE 






STRON'CLY 
ACHEB 


a. Most undergra(*uate stuJents are more in* 
terested in the subject matter of their 
courses than in the grades they receive. 


1 


2 


S 4 


S 




b. Most undergraduate students need the in- 
centive of grades to irtotivate them to 
t#ork. 


1 


2 


3 4 


S 




c. Grades do not reflect how much under* 
graduate students get out of a course^ 


1 


2 


S 4 


s 




d. Most undergraduate students will do the 
least work thf^v fan »a 


1 


2 


3 4 


S 


1 I... 


«. Grades are needed to let undergraduate 
students know wSicre they stanc! relative 
to otrier students in the course. 


i 

1 


2 


5 4 


s 




f. Grades are needed to let undergraduate 
students know where they stand with re- 
spect to mastery of the course content. 


1 


2 


3 4 


s 




6 7 


g. Grades are neet!ed to provide faculty 
With leedbacK about the degree to which 
they are getting their subSect matter ' 
across to undergraduate students. 


1 


2 


S 4 


5 


« 7 


h. If it weren't for graditatc school en- 
trance re<)uiremt*nts» undergraduate 
grades would be unnecessary. 


1 


2 : 


1 4 


S 




i. If it weren't for getting a job, under- 
graduate grades would be unnecessary. 


1 


2 2 


t 4 


S 




J. The purnoses of hioher et!iii*')t«An a^/^ikta^ 
be better served if there were no un- 
dergraduate grades at all. 




2 3 


1 4 


S 


. 7 


k. Most undergraduate students are inter- 
ested in learning for learning's sake. 


I 


2 3 


4 


S 


6 7 


I. It might be to an under;^radu«-!te student's 
ai^aovantage later on if lie/she were to 
take courses on a pass*foil basis. 


1 


2 3 


4 


5 




n. Most undergraduate students who elect to 
take courses on a pass-fail option basis 
work less hard t?ian for AlOF graded 
courses . 


• 


2 3 


4 


S 




n. Most undergraduate students who elect to 
take courses on a pass- fail option basis 
are achieveneiit-orimted. 


1 


2 3 


4 


5 ( 


1 


0. It is alirost irnossjbic for an undergrad- 
uate student to ^tet a failing grade when 
taking a course on a pass-fail option basis. 


1 


2 3 


4 


S ( 






(Go on to the next 
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AN5UT.H Qin-STIOa (f Ik IF YOD HAVE TAXEU OR KK£ NC« 7AKr:G AN UKDEKORADUATE COURSE 
AT U.T. AUnTlN Ori A TASO-FAIL RASIS. A?J.^^EH CUEJIIOX f 15 IF YOU HAVE NEVER 
TAXL4« A COURSE AT AUSTIN OH A PASS-rAIL OPTIO:; BASIS. 



To what extent havo tho admlni&tr&tivo proeedures necessary for pass-^fail 
rosifttration been an inconvenience for you7 

Not At All 1 2*3 ^ 5 6 7 To A Great Extent 



15. To what extent havo tho administrative procedures served m a deterrent to 
your taking a course on a pass^fail option basis? 

Mot At All 1 2 3 4 5 6 . 7 To A Croat Extent 

" " " * * 

16. Administrative considorations appear to be given creator weight at U»T» Austin 
in dotermining undergraduatrO pa^s-^fall option policies than :;tudC'nt pre* 
ft«ronces» 

Strongly Disagree 12 3^ 5 6 7 Strongly Agree 



17. Administrative connidcratlons appear to bo given greater welRhl at O.T. Austin 
In determining undergraduate pa&&«.fAil option policies than f.v ,^ty pre* 
ferences. 

Strongly Disagree 12 3^ 5 6 7 Strongly Agree 



16. U»T. Austin faculty aro less wlllin;; to spend time with an undergraduate 
student Uklng a course on a piss-fall option basis than with a classmate 
taking the course on an AbCDF grading basis. 

Rfv^f^i^iriy m«Aji-«« 1 ' 3 5 ^ 7 St.mnjly A^ree 



19m A U.T. Austin faculty member is likely to lowor his/her standards for a 
minimally passinrj grade for an undergraduate student taking his/her course 
on a paS5»fail option basis* 

Strongly Dlsagreo 1 2 3 5 6 7 Strongly Agree 



20# I think that under r.raduato students who take courses at U.T. Austin on a 
pass-fail option basis are usually: (check one) 

(1) better students 

t2) poorer students 

(3) - average students 

(^) approximately equal numbers of bettert poorert and 

average students 

(5) students from both extremes of ability l^^vels 

(the poorer and the bettor) 

21. After my experience with taking: coursos at U.7. Austin on a pasa.fall option 
basis, I would rocorv.oni to a friorj tnat he Uko undergraduate courses on a 
pase-^fall option basis whenever pos&lble. 

Strongly disagree 12 3^567 Strongly Disagree 



(Go on to the next page.) 
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32, How well Infermod are you about the undergraduate pass.fall option system 
of gradin,: at U.7. Austin? 

Met At AU 1 2 3 k 5 6 7 To A Great Extent 

DATA ABOUT VmSELFt 
2^, Sex t 

(1) K 

(2) F 

e 

KanH in Hi.rn School Craa».;>liri.t Cln&s » (KailMte If necMMr/} 

(1) Top 1056 

(2) .^^^ Uppor (first) quarter* but not top XOJC 

(3) , Sooond quarter 
- Third quarter 

(5) Fourth (bottom) quarter 

25» ^Present ClassificatloM 





_ Freshman 


(2) — 


____ Sophonore 


(3) — 


Junior 




Senior (fourth year) 




Senior (fifth year) 




. Graduate 




^ Special Student 




^ Other: 



26t SAT Scores ! (Estimate if necessary) 
Didn*t Uko SAT 
Verbal _ 

Kathenatieal . ' ' 

ToUl ««. 

27. U.7. A»5Ur. Grario.Polnt .V/rra.^ot (on a 4.0 scale on which A^, B»3. etc.: 
e.g., 4.56; 

^ Overall Curiulattvo Crade-Point Average (Estimate if 

— • — — . Cumalatlvo CrAde.Polr.t Average in courses in your major 
(Estinato if necessary) 

^•^ — • — have no major, your cumulative Grade-Point Averono 

in Upper Division Courses (Estinato if necessary) 

(Go en to the next page) 
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20. Cujwnij^or.- Soicct the appropriate code number from the attached sheet 
(last paj:c> am' write it here. (Por exAmole if vour »A«or 

i» tn^iish write in ^ ja^^.) ewmpie. if your major 

ii!! recent to least recent) other majors, if an/ (usinc 

appropriate code numbers from the attached shSITtT: ^ 

Bost recent previous najor (code number) 

next most recent previous major (code number) 

... ..... next most recent previous najor (code number) 

30. Are you a Transfer Student? 

(1) Yes 

(2) No 

cfnirLfUrr " -rite m your overall Cumulative 

Crade-Point Average from your previSS? colie6e(s): (tstimate if neccsHry.) 

32. Are you planning to go on to a professional or graduate school? 

(1) Yes 

(2) Ko 

(5) Undecided 

35. How certain are you about your career plans? 

* f.2?«5H-!:^ rmiPirrn v 

UNCkRTAlN I 2 J 4 5 6 7 CtKTAlN 

iLii^n/If ^''«^»*i«'>»» relating to the pass-fail option for 

III. L JJ^^^'^^'T' ^ back of this 

page. Ko are especiaiiy interested in any additional comments you may have. 



Thank you for your cooperation. 



kJarjjarct m- rrv, U» rector 
Pass-Fail Option Survey Project 
Telephone: 471.113} 
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LIST OF MAJORS (BY COLLEGES): 



t oiUy e ot^Hi iMnrs< AumintrTrat ion; 

bl. AccouiTriiig 

02. Actuarial Science 

03. Businc^h. rivshman-Sophomore 

04. Business » Ccncral 

05. Business » Honors 

06. Business » Inlcrnutional . 

07. Business p Special 

08. Business » Undetermined 

09. En^iineering Route to Business 

10. Finance 
n. Insurance 
12. Management 
IS. Marketing 

14. Office Administration 

15. Petroleuiii Land Mana^tcment 

16. Statistics and Operational Research 

17. Transportation 

18. Korld Resource 6 Industries 

i^choo l oi Cn:r. ;:iu nicAtiOT ^ 

is. Ativcri 1 suii: 

20. Communications, Freshman^Sophomoro 

21. Journalism 

22. Radio-Tclevision-Film 

23. Speech 

Colle:tc of tdiican ou'^ 

54. "^hciucation, LicVjiTnlary 

25. Education, Physical 

26. Education, Secondary 

27. Education, Special 

28. Education, Undetermined 

29. Teaching Certificate 

Co llCRr oi i .n f.int'crin^: 

So. Aerospace 

31. Architectural 

32. Chemical 

33. Civil 

34. Electrical 

35. Engineering Science 

36. Mechanical 

37. Petroleum 

C ollCKe oi Fine Art&T 

Vs. Art 

39. Art, Education 

40. Art, History 

41. Art, Studio 

42. Drama 

43. Drarta, Education 

44. Drama, Production 

45. Fine Art« B. A. 

46. Music 

47. Music, Education 

48. Music, Theory 

49. Music, Applied 

50. Music, Literature 

51. PlaywritiHi; 



General aat: Co:np irai ivo ^tutiics: 
ITT Archeoio^.icai l>tuuies 
S3. Architecture Studies 
S4» Anierican Studies 

55. ethnic Studies 

56. Latin AneriCAn Studies 

57. Middle L-istcrn Studies 

58. Plan II 

59. Undetermined in Cencral and 

Comparative Studies 
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C ol Icf c of iUi^ani t ICS ; 

00. Uassica 

61 . C2cch 

62. Ennlish 

63. French 

64. German 

65 . Creek 
66* Hebrew 
67. Italian 
6S. Latin 

69. Oriental and African Languaiies 

70. Philosophy 

71. Portuguese 

72. Russian 
73* Spanish 

74. Undetermined in Ihimanities 

il o 1 1 e^ *e ' ^f'^N a^l nra'l s'ci en c e & : 

ys. bVb logy 

76. Botany 

77. Chemistry 

78. Child Dcvelopr.rnt, B. S. 

79. Food Systems Management, B. S. 

80. General Home Economics, B. S. 

81. Geology 

82. Itomc Economics, B. S. 

83. Interior Design, S. 

84. Mathematics 

8&. Medical Technology 

86. Microbiology 

87. Nutrition 

88. Physics 

89. Teacher Education Home Economics 

90. Textiles and Clothing. B. S. 

91. rhysics 

92. Zoology 

S3. Undetermined, Natural Science 



C ollcf .c of Social and behavioral ScicnfV^: 

S4 , Ant K ropology 

95. Edonomics 

96. Geography 

97. Government ' 

98. History 

99. Linguistics 

100. Psychology 

101. Sociology 

102. Undetermined, Social C iiehav. Science 

S pecial Advistny . in Art& and Sciences; 

T03. Asian Studies 

104. Folklore 

105. liealth Professions 

106. International Studies 

107. Physical Tltcrapy 

108. Social Welfare Studies 



Tb^J. Pre Dental 

110. Pre Med (Liberal Arts) 

111. Nursing 

112. Pharmacy 

113. Law 

114. Architecture 

lis. Undetermined (No College) 

116. No Itajor Listed 
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FACULTY PASS-FAIL OPTIOX QUESTIONNAIRE 
Tho University of Texas at Austin 



QciujUUani During tUo past year considerable discussion has focused on 
the undergraduate Fa...Faii Option system of grading at O.T. Austin and Its 
possible revision. Students, faculty, and administrators are agreed that 
Insufficient daU are available on which to base reasonable decisions about 
the desirability of chance. Hence. carefuUv selected representative sample, 
of .11 three groups are being asked to participate In this ImporUnt survey. 
W responses will help to provide an adequate daU base that -ill be used 
in formulating future policies concerning the undergraduate Pass-Fail Option. 
Please ».elp us by completing the atUched questionnaire. Thank you. 
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p»roeUar.r.t Tho questions listed below refer to the elective pass-fall system 
(pass.fail option) at tho Jnlvorslty of Texas at Austin as presently available 
to sophomore, Junior and senior sluUonts. If your exporlenco with pass-fall 
courses has boon at another colloclato Institution, or If you are familiar with 
the pass-fall system at tho c'raduato level, or if you have taucht required under, 
graduate courses available onl^ on a pass-fall option basis, dlsrogard those ex- 
periences. We want to got your Impressions as thoy pertain to undergraduate 
students at U.T. Austin wt^o elect to tako certain courses on a pass-fall option 
basis. Respond to all appropriate questions even if you are not entirely sure 
of your answer. Usually, your flr»t response is the best one. 

Picas© note that the terra •'ABCDF cradlnfi* is used throughout this questionnaire 
and refers to the traditional system of letter grading. 



1. Write the deportment and college (or school) in which you teaeht 



Department Soilege (or scnool) 

2. Cheek as many as apply: 

«. I am currently teaching one or moro courses which are being takon 

by some undergraduate students electlvely on a pass-fall option 

b. I have previously taught one or moro courses at U.T. Austin which 
have been taken by undergraduate students on a pass-fail option 
basis. 

e. To the best of my recollection, no undergraduate student has taken 

*ny of py courses at U.T. Austin on an elective pass-fail option 

inl!!^? estlmUo that IV experienco with undergraduate students at O.T. Austin 
electmc to take courses on a pass.faU option basis has been with: (cheeic one) 

fl^ no students 

1 or 2 students 
3 to 7 students 

S to 15 students 

16 to 23 students 

S^) 26 to 50 students 

i\ to 100 studonts 
«_^(6) moro than 100 studonts 



(Co on to the next pacoO 
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iS."u".r"' " "..idij ^fmcuj::^;' 

a. as an aid to the selection of a major. 

II. I, « to lichton their load. 

c. to minimize the risk of low grades in an unfamiliar area. 

d. to maximiw their iearninc without woriying about their grades. 

to avoid conpetltion with students majoring in the area. 

_ f. to enable thorn to hold part-time jobs. 

— siSurti'tVu.""' ' 

h. because they were opposed in principle to other means of gr'adlng. 

i. to enable thorn to take courses outside their ma lor areas r«r 

exploratory purposes as po^.lble minors or inJe^st a;:Lf'' 

— I. ■ J* ^ reduce anxiety about grades, 
. k. to get by with less effort. 

- ,. . . !• ether t 

(write in) 



n. 



Z have no basis for responding. 



5« In your personal Judjoncnt, what would hn hi - 

undorcraduate students to take your el .L^ l 7' " T*""' 

(Chock as «av *» apply. dSSiHLS S^i^^v'*" P''^,^'^^^^ <»Ptlon basis? 

portent.) consider particularly im- 

. a. as an aid to the selection of a major. 

b. to lighten their load. 

e. to minimize the risk of low grades in an unfamiliar area. 

d. to ..oxlmlzo their learning without worrying ;bout their grades. 

«. to avoid competition with students majorlnc In the area. - 

f. to enable them to hold part.tlme jobs. 

— «:srt;\Vu.""" '^''"^ * 

h. because they were opposed in principle to other means of grading. 

^' «uS«iori^r ^"^^ ^holr major areas fer 

exploratory purposes as possible minors or Inteiest I^Lt 

J. to reduce anxiety about (jrados. 

k. to c.ot by with less effort. 

, !• other: 

\writo in) 

«. 1 have no basis for responding. Jgg 



6. A niiniher of sui^.iicst ions hav<- boon n.ule about potential changes in the 

current unJcrirraduaic pass-i'ail option system at U.T. Austin. Please rate 
the degree to which you would support or oppose each of ihc possible options 
listed below by circling the appro;>riAte number o,i the indicated scale ac 
right. Keep in mind that the points on the scale are equivalent to the 
following: 

1 ■ strongly oppose 
. ...^.t-AM^ ^ ■ moderaicly oppose 

COPY AVAILABCE S . .mildly oppose 

4 neither support nor oppose 

5 » mildly support 

6 » moderately support 

7 m strongly support 



POSSIBl.1: OrilONS in Tim ilNUf.aCRADUATE 
PASS-FAIL OITION SYSTLM AT U.T. AUSTIN 



DECREE TO WHICH YOU OPPOSE OR SUPPClT 
SUCH A CliANGE (Circle appropriate number) 



STRONGLY 
OPPOSE 



STRONGLY 
SUPPORT 



a. Leave it as it is. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


b. Abolish the undergraduate pass-fail 
option completely. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


c. Restrict it to courses outside 
one^s major department. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


d. Restrict it to courses outside one*s 
major department and outside of Area 
Requirements. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


e. Restrict it to courses outside one's 
major department and outside of Area 
and College kcquiixncnts. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


£. Permit each College or School within 
the University to set its own reguSa- 
tions about the undergraduate pass* 
fail option. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


g. Permit undergraduate students to ta^e 
as many courses as they wish on a pass* 
fail option basis, as long as they have 
met the course prerequisites. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


h. Extend until the end of the semester the 
point at which an undor^irauuatc student 
can change from Pasr.-Pail status to 
ADCPF status. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


i. Extend until the er.d of the sei. ester the 
point at which an ur. Jcr/.rauuatc student 
can change from AKl^Y status to Pass- 
Fail status. " 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


j. The undergrariuafe student should decide 
when he/she register^ for a course 
whether he/she will take it oh a p.iss- | 
fail option basis ond should not be j 
permitted to change later. | 

_j 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 



(Question is continued on next pago.) 
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POssiRu: orrioNjs in mr o\mi:i:RAiniArL 

PASS-FAIt. OPTION SYSTLM AT ilA\ AUSTIN 



dlcrij: to much yoii opposi: or suppout 

THi: OPTION. (Circle approjirialc number.) 



STRONC.LY 
OPPOSI 



STRONGLY 
SUPPORT 



k. Require in undergraiiuatc student to do 
at least C (as opposed to D) work in a 
course in'^order to receive"* "pass" 
when taking a course on a pass-fail 
Option basis. 



Im Require instructors to* advise under* 
graduate students taking their courses 
on a pass^fail option basis at the out- 
set what the minimum cotupctencc stan- 
dards for passing that course will be. 



Require undergraduate students to have 
a specified min&r.um cumulative grade- 
point average before they may take a 
course on a pass-fail option b&sis. 



1 2 3 4 S 6 7 



1 2 3 4 S 6 7 



Permit cither pass-fail grading or 
ABCDF grading in all undergraduate 
courses: that now use onT^ pass-fail 
grading. 



i 2 3 4 5 6 7 



0. Leave the matter of whether or not a 
student may take a particular under- 
graduate course on a pass- fail option 

80r involved. 



Extend the eligibility to ^ake courses 
on a pass-fail option basis tu freshmen. 



Assure that professors have no knowledge 
of which undergraJuate students are tak- 
ing their courses on a pass-fail basis 
and which students are taking it on an 
ABCDF basis « The professor would turn in 
ABCDF grades for Ml^ students, and the 
appropriate course /^rade would be re- 
corded by the Registrar. 



r. 



Do not use a failing grade received in 
an undcr^traduate course taken on a pass> 
fail option b^sis in calculating grade- 
point average. 



a. 



For each undergraduate com-^o taken on a 
pass-fail option basis, have the Regis- 
trar also record in a special file the 
appropriate AftCDF letter grade earned bv 
the student, and permit the ArOr letter 
graile to be retrieved and reported at the 
student's request (for exavle. fur grad- 
uate school admissions or fur employment 
purposes.) ^ 



(Co on to the next page.) 
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7v On the U.T. Austin campus, a variety of beliefs exist about undergraduate stu. 

K'^*''*'T^^VT -^^^ ^^^^ purposes served by gradinfi. Tlease express 
ITiL . V''*' y'"" •-tatcmeiiis below by Circling the number on the seven 

lAT. L ' rctlects how you feel. Keep in mind that the points on the 

scale are equivalent to the following: 

*i V'^tTongly disagree 
2 ■ Diodrratcly disagree 
^ « mildly disd{!rce 
» neither agree nor disagree 

* Okildly agree 
moderately agree 

• strongly agree 



4 
5 
6 
7 



BEI.rr.FS ABOUT Jl.T. AUSTIN UNDLilCKADUATE 
STUOF.NTS' AfAfir.MIC ORIENTATIONS AND PUR- 
POSUS OF GRADING 


STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 






STRONGLY 
AGREE 


Most undergraduate stuutnts are more in- 
terested in the subject matter of their 
courses than in the grades they receive. 


1 


2 


3 4 


S t 


. 7 


b. Most undergraduate studc^nts need the in. 
centive of grades to motivate them to 
work. 


1 


2 


3 4 


5 6 


7 


c. Grades^ do not reflect how much under* 
graduate students cet oui of a course 


1 


2 


3 4 


$ 6 


7 


d. Most undergraduate stud^^nts will do the 
least work they can to get by. 


1 


2 


3 4 


S 6 


7 


0. Grades arc needed to let undergraduate 
students know where they stand relative 

to other ^tiidc>nfe in »Km AAb>w»A 

3bwuviiv> in me course* 


i 


2 


3 4 


5 6 


7 


4. uiaJv> air iircucM Aei. UMuri k« duuiAce 
Students know where they stand with re- 
^ ^P«t to mastery of the course content. 


1 


2 


S 4 


S 6 


7 


g. Grades are needed to provide faculty 
with feedback about the degree to which 
they are getting their subject matter 
across to undergraduate students. 


1 


2 : 


I 4 


S 6 


7 


h. If it weren't for graduate school en- 
trance requirement s« undergraduate 
grades would be unnecessary. 


1 


2 : 


\ 4 


S 6 


7 


i. If it wcren*t for getting a job, under* 
graduate grades would be unnecessary. 


1 


2 3 


( 4 


S 6 


7 


J. The purposes of higher education would 
be better served if there were no un. 
dcrgraduatc grudcs at all. 


1 


2 3 


4 


S 6 


7 


k. Most undergraduate stuJcnts ara inter- 
ested in learning; for learning's sake. 


1 


2 3 


4 


S ' 6 


7 


1. It mipht be to an uncer;:ratluate student's 
disadvantaRc later en if he/she were to 
take courses on a p.iss-fail basis. 


1 


2 3 


4 


S 6 


7 


B. Most underRrnduatc stuUcnts who elect to 
take courses on a pass-fail option basis 
work Jess hard than for MiCW graded 
courses . 


I 


2 3 


4 


S 6 


7 


ft. Most umlcrnraduate studcnis wito elect to 
take course!, on a po^s.fa^I option basis 
arc achievrnicnt'Oriuntoil. 


1 


2 3 


4 


S 6 


7 


0. It IS aln.ost »r.possiblc for &n undort-nui- 
uato student to get a failinj; grade who. 
taking a course on a pass-fiiil option basis. 

— xra 


1 


2 3 


4 


S 6 


7 



(Co on to the next na «.) 
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6. Ky Iwprosslons about U.T. Austin undor^jraduato students who olect to tako 
cour:»es on a pass* fail option basis is that they most typically j (Check 
all that apply*} 

a« Work harder than they usually do for courses. 

b. work less hard than they u**ually do for courses • 

0. are less anxious about such courses than they are when graded on 
an ABCD? basis. 

d. got less out of courses than they usually do when the courses are 
graded only on an AitCDF basis. 

. *re encouraced to take adJittonal course work in the sar.e areas 

as a direct result of their experiences. 

f • to recorjiend to friends ti.it they take undergraduate courses 

on a pass^fail basis whenever possible. 

C* would not have taken those courses if they had been offered only 
on an ADCLF basis. 

h» other: 

(write in) 

1. I have no basis for responding to this question* 

9« To what extent have the admlnistrativn procedures necessary for pass-fail 
registration soomod an inconvenience to those students known to you? 

Not at all X 2 3 if 5 6 7 To a great extent 



10. To what extent have thu adninistrativo procedures served as a deterrent to 
your having taught a course available on a pass.fail option basis? 

Mot at all 1 2 3 <♦ 5 6 7 To a great extent 

11. Administrative considerations appear to bo given greater weight at U.T. Austin 
in determining undergraduate pass-fail option policies than student prt^forencos. 

Strongly disagree 12 3^567 Strongly agree 

12. Administrative considerations appear to bo given greater weight at U.T. Austin 
in determining undergraduate pass-fail option policies than faculty preferences* 

Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree 



13. U.T. Austin faculty are ler;s willing to spend time with an undergraduate stu^ 
dent taking a course on a pa?;s*fAil option basis than with another student 
taking the course on an kilCDF gracing basis. 

Strongly disagree 12 3^ 5 6 7 Strongly agree 

1^. A U»T. Austin faculty n»n.ber is likely to lower his standards for a minli-illy 
passing grft'io for an Lfuergraauato stujcnt taking nis course on a pass-fail 
option basis. 

Strongly disagree 12 3^567 Strongly agree 
(Go on to tho next pago>) 
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Li!;^fio'"*M"""'r'''*"""'''" »^'"*'^'»»'« »*ho take eoursos at U.T. Austin on • 
pasa.fall option b.i8ls aro usually: i»«»i.in on • 

fl^ bettor studpnts 
poorer studoRtft 
Average students 

approximately equaj nuR.bor8 of bettor, poorer and average students 

JjefJi^Lil!^!!!:''"*'' ^''i''*'^* y**"- wnsldonnc your personal 

preferences, for your own undergraduate courses, would you: (Check olio) 



ik) other: 



twrite in) ^ ' — ~ 

2;^*?.'"'*^'' f "^''i ^ ^-^^ P'-'ss-fall option system, 1 would recon- 

" »nJ«""Crndualo stuuont at U.T. Austin, in whom I was InJewstS 
that he Uko courses on a pass-fail option basis wnenevJr pwllble! 

1 2 2 'J 5 6 7 Strsr^lyasrw 

g«dr;S^itrJu:[rnr '^^"^ "-^orcraduate paas-fall option systen. of 

Mpt at all informed X 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very well informed 
DATA ABOUT YOUHSELF: 

19* Sox: 

(1) K 

(2) F 

20. Academic Rank: 

(X) - Teaehlnc Assistant 

(2) . Assistant Instructor 

(3) _ Instructor 

(*») . Assistant Professor 

(5) Associate Professor 

(6) Profeusor 

(7) ...^^ LocLuror 
(B) ■ Other 

21. Years on faculty (te;.ehlni: oxporlcnce at U.T. Austin) 

(1) less than 1 year 

(2) 1 to 3 yoars 

(3) 4 to 6 yc-ars ^ • 
(*♦) 7 to 10 years 

(5) 11 to 15 year:. 

(6) 16 or moro yoars 
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22» ToUl yoAra of collogiato tedchin^ oxperlenco (elsewhere end at U»T» Austin): 
^^m..^ I®*® ^^^^ ^ y^^^ 
(2) i to 3 yvars 

t3) ^^^.^ ^ to 6 years 
7 to 10 years 

(5) 11 to 15 years 

(6) ^^^^ 16 or moro years 

23* At which of tho following student classification levels do you most often 
teach? 

t^) L I I. Undefi'raduato ~ lower division 

(2) ..^.^ Underi:raduAto — . upper division 

(3) ■ Graduate — mastors level 
(^) , Graduate ~ doctoral luvel 

What research evidonco would you require to sorlounly consider chancinc your 
thinking, or position^ whother pro, con» or noutral, in roijard to the future 
of tho Pass-Pail Option for stuuonts at UnT. Austin? 



25. If there are any additional natters relating to the Pass-Fail Option for 
undernraduato ctuicntr, at U.T. Austin on which you would Uke to give your 
opinions or sufcrstions, ploaso wnto those bolow or on the back of this 
psfi^t or telephone Dr. >:ir>'»rot Borry, Projoct DirocUr (47I-I133) or Dr. 
Victor Appol. Pro.icct. Cooroinator (^71-7204). Wo are especially interested 
in atqr additional comments you may havo# 



Thank you for your cooperation. yO-^ 

Margarc^ierry, OarcctoT 



Pa&»s-Fail Option Survey « Project 
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ADMINISTRATOR PASS-PAIL OPTION QULSTIONNAIRE 
Tho University of Texas at Austin 



Oricntatinn; During the past year considerable discussion has focused on 
the underfiraduate Pass-Fail Option system of grading at O.T. Austin and its 
•possible revision. Students^ faculty, and administrators arc agreed that 
insufficient data aro available on which to base reasonable decisions about 
the Jc^ir&bility of change. !|[cacc» carefully selected rcprsccntstive rs^rplt 
of all three groups aro being asked to participate in t»u5 important survey. 
Your responses will help to provide an adequate data base that win be used 
in formulating future policies concerning tho undergraduate Pass-Fait Option 
Please help us by completing the attached questionnaire. Thank you. 
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".v.. l,„p.,^ t. .u .p,r.,ri.t. Hu«.u.„, ,r you .r. «v »,tlr.l, L. 
.f your .„..„. U.„.Xly. 

..«a r«/-r. to th« lr.dltlo»,l .ysi™, of lotUr crMinc. 

Vor 6ci,ooi; ^dministrativo on'ie, 

2» Cheek as mar^ aa apply i 

. «. admir.lstrativo ciutxoa occupy 100^ of my limo. 



2y^jo..o urviorcrauuato .tudonts oloctivoly on a pass-fail opti:; 
havo^boor. la.on by unuor^radualo .tucionts on a pawIfJu ^^tl 



ken 



on 



I'ny'Tc aT:'-"'iu:ji under :rad«ato .tudmt ha3 u.nu 

U^is. ^ *" «l«cllvo pa»6-faii option 

no 8turiOAtf( 

1, .(*^) 1 or 2 fituiionU 

,(3) 3 to 7 KtUiIr,i,t.t 

. ft 15 ntuiAr.ts 

— .,(» to ?^ stunonts 
— 26 to 50 stuiithta 



.(V) 51 to 100 fituaonto 
.(8) 301 to 500 citiiaont& 
S9) noro UiAo 5OO ;»tu'Jorilb 
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A3 ncArly aa you e^in Infer, whit aro tho prinipy roai.ms U.T. Austin unrier. 
er»duAte etudonts Ukt^ cour-o(3) en a pA&s-faa option Usis? (Chock aa 
nany as apply, Oouolb chock tneso you eonsidor particularly Important,) 

«. as an aid to the* soloction of a najor, 

. to lighten thoir 1-oad, 

e. to nlnlnise the risk of low grades in an unfamiliar area. 
■ iwclwiso thoir learning without worryinc »»»ut thoJr grapes, 

e. to avoid coff^MJtltion with studonta najorlnc In the area. 

■I . ■ I f • to ' \bl9 them to hold part-time Jobs. 

g. because they had never taken a pass-fall course beforo and wanted 
to try U. 

..^..^ h. because they were opposed In principle to other means of grading. 

I ^* ^® enable their, to take eoursos outside their major areas for 
exploratory purposes as possible minors or Interest areas. 

J. to reduce anxiety about grades, 

k. to got by with less effort, 

1. . other t 



Iwrite in) 

- I have no basis for responding. 

In your tMr;.onal ludcment. what would bo "Irys tinato" reasons for U.T. Austin 
undercraduoto students to Uko couracii) ouTfi^i^^il optieu basis? (Check 
as Rar>y as apply, Doubxo chock those you consider partteulariy ImporUnt.) 

- . •» •»» «ld to the soloction of a major. 

b. to lighten thoir load, 

0. to minimize the risk of low grades in an unfamiliar area, 
d. to maxlmiBo thoir learnlnc without worrying about their grades. 

to avoid competition with students majoring In the area, 
to enable them to hold part-time jobs. 

. g. because they had never taken a pass-fall course before and wanted 
to try It. 

. h. bocause they wore opposed in prlncipla to othor means of gMdlng. 

1. to onAblo them to tnko courses out eido thoir major aroaa for ex* 
ploratory purposes as possible minors or interest areas* 

J« to reduce arucioty About jrados. 

k. to c'^t by with ir:.5 of fort. 

]• olhMrt 



«• T havo no bis is for rospotKJiM^; 



(wriLo iiO~ 
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6. A .juinbcr of suKS'-'^tions have been n.tde about potential chancev in the 

flini!!,"!! S»as*.fail option sysic* at U.T. Aunir.. rie«*e rate 

ii^hr llll i •PP«'0Pr»«te number on the inUicatoJ scale at 

follwinjr * °" *" equivalent to the 

1 • Strongly oppobv 

2 * moderate ly oppose 

5 B mildly oppoftc 

cow AVMCABCE * : -^f liJj^JJj;;;" "^PP-^ 

6 * moderately support 

7 « strongly support 



POSSIBLE OPTIONS IN THt UNDIIRCRAUUATE 
PASS-PAIL OPTION SYSVlM AT U.T. AUSTIN 



a. Leave it as it is. 



DLGHEl: TO WilICH YOU OPPOSC OR SUPPORT 
SUCH A CHANGE (Circle appropriate numbci 



STRONGLY 
OPPOSE 



Sl'Kf)M:|.Y 
.SUPIX)KT 



b. Abolish the undergraduate pass-fail 
option completely. 

Restrict it to courses outside 
one's major department. 




5 



Restrict it to courses outside one's 
Aajor department and outside of Area 
Requirements. 



e. Restrict it to courses outside one's 
major department and outside of Area 
and College Requirements. 

Permit each College or School within 
the University to set its own regula- 
tions about the undergraduate pass- 
fai? option. 



8- 



Permit undergraduate stuJents to take 
as many courses as they wish on a pass- 
fail option basis, as lon^, as they have 
met the course prorequisites. 



Extend until the end of the semester 
point at which an under;:rdduate stui* 
can change from Pass>F ail status to 
A6CDP status. ' ' 



•le 
t 



3 4 S 6 



3 4 S 6 



I. Extend until the end of tlic semester the 
point at which an imderRriiJuate student 
can change from ABCDF status to Pj>j>* 
rail status. ~ 



j. The undergraduate student should decide 
when he/she registers j'or a course 
whether he/she wil? take it on a pass- 
fail option basis umi i.hould not bu 
permitted to change later. 



3 4 S 6 



3 4 



S 6 



(Question is continued page.) 



(Continued) 



POSSI0I.H OrTlONS IN Thn UNOLUCRAOUATL DECRF.n TO MUCH YOU OPPOSL OR SUPPORT 

PASS>FAIL OPTION SYSTtM AT U.T. AUSTIN THC OPTION. (Circle appropriate number.) 

STRONGLY STRONGLY 
OPPOSE SUPPORT 



ka Require an undergraduate student to do 
at least C (as opposed to D) work in a 
course in'^order to rcceive""a •'pass" 
when taking a course on a pass»fail 
option basis. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


1. Require instructors to advise under- 
graduate students taking their courses 
on a pass- fail option basis at the out* 
set what the minimum competence stan- 
dards for passing that course will be. 


1 2 3 4 S 6 7 


Bia Require undergraduate students to have 
a specified miniRum cu:Rulative grade* 
point average before the/ my take a 
course on a pass-fail option basis. 


1 2 3 4 S 6 7 


o» Permit either pass^fail f;rading or 
ABCOP gradir.g in all under;;raduate 
courses that now use only pass^fail 
grading. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


o. Leave the matter of whether or not a 
student may take a particular under- 
fraduate course on a pass- fail option 

sor involved. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


Pa Extend the eligibility to take courses 
on a pass-fail option basis to freshmen* 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


q* Assure that professors have no knowledge 
of which undergraduate students are tak- 
ing their courses on a pa^s-fail basis 
and which students arc taking it on an 
ABTDF basisa The professor would turn in 
ABCHF grades for aJU students » and the 
appropriate course parade would be re- 
corded by the Registrara 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


r. Do not use a failing grade received in 
an undergr^nduate course taken on a pass* 
fail option basis in calculating grade- 
ooint averacp. 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


»• For each undcrgradu.itc course taken on a 
pasS'faii option basis, have the Regis- 
trar also record in a special file the 
appropriate ABCi/i-' letter [;rndc earned by 
the student, and pcnntt the ADCOF letter 
grade to he retrieved and VLported at the 
student's reifuest (t'or vxm^ie, for grad- 
unti* Kchiini AilmiSNiuiis or for efflploywent 
purposes. ) 


1 2 3 4 S 6 7 

* 



(Co on to the next page.) 
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' Jo „\ lS?;" ?t*-S* : statements below by eirclin? the Jumhcr on tS^Jc^cn 

Hill ^^iX^rTil:;)^^^ ^^'^ P0intsV„-thc 



COPY KtfMtABLI 



1 • «trong)y disagree 

2 ' ..adcnitrly disagree 
J • lildly disagree 

4 • .' either agree nor disagree 

5 «• mildly ajsrec 

6 o" mv Icrately aj^rce 

7 ■ strongly agree 



BEMEFS ABOUT U.T. AUSTIN UNDERCRADUATn 
STUDENTS* ACADEMIC ORIUNTAYIONS AND PUR- 
POSES OF CHAD INC 


STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 










STRONGLY 
AGREE 


a. Most undergraduate students are wore in* 
terested in the subject matter of their 
courses than in the grades they receive. 


i Z 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


b. Most undergraduate students need the in* 
centive of grades to motivate thorn to 
work. 


1 2 


i 


4 


5 


6 


7 


e. Credos do not reflect hoi^ much under* 
graduate students get out of a course » 


1 2 


i 


4 


5 


6 


7 


d. MwSt undergraduate students will do the 
least work thev cAn tr^ Wt# 


1 2 


i 


4 


S 


6 


7 


0. Grades are needed to let undergraduate 

students know wKf^T*^^ i^Uao ^^w^^a t ^ ..^ 
«h»i#%.i«v9 i%iicrc cncy stand relative 

to other students in the course. 


1 2 


i 


4 


S 


6 


7 


T. uraoes are neeaod to let undergraduate 
students know where they stand will* re* 
spect to mastery of the course contcr*t. 


1 2 


i 


4 


5 


6 


7 


g. Grades are needed to provide faculty 
with feedback about the dc/,rcc to which 
they are getting their subject matter 
across to undergraduate students. 


1 2 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


h. If it weren't for gr^tduate school en- 
trance requirements, undergraduate 
grades would be unnecessary. 


1 2 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


i. If it weren't for getting a job. under- 
graduate grades would be unnecessary. 


1 2 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


j. The purposes of hicher education wauIH 
be better served if there were no un- 
dergraduate grades at all. 


1 2 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


K. Most undergraduate students arc inter- T 
ested in learning for learning's sake. 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


1. It might be to an undcr^rnduaie student's 
disadvantage later on if he/she were to 
take courses on a pass^fail basis. 


1 2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


m. Most ur.dergrariuate students who elett to 1 
take courses on a pass-fail option basis 
work less hard than for ARCDK graded 
courses. 


1 2 

• 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


n. Most uiidcr>:raduiUe stuiirntr. who elect to 
take courses on a par^s-fail option basis 
are achicvement-oricntcif . 


1 2 


3 


4 


S 


6 


7 


o. It is olnust imposMhlc for un undergrad- 
uate student to gel « failing grade when 
taking a course on a pass-fail option basis. 


1 2 


3 


4 


s 


6 


7 
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ft. Hy inprosslons about U.T. Austin und*>rcradu«t.e students who eleqt to take courses 
en 4 paas-fal* option Usis is tUt they most typically: (Check all that apply.) 

«. .*ork harder than they usually do for courses, 
b. Mork less hard than they usually do for courses. 
°* ABCDF^basIa*^'*"* "^""^ courses than they are when graded en an , 

» • 

— **• courses than they usually do when the courses are gradci 

only on an ADCDr basis, ** 

e. are encouraged to take additional course work in the sano areas as a 

direct result of their wtpericneos. 

„^ f. tend to recommond to friarids tr..*t thoy take undergraduate courses on a 
pass.rail basis whonovnr possible. 

~- ^* I?** courses if they had been offered only oi» an 

ABCDr basis* » 

h. other t 

A T u '. iwrito in) 

I. 1 have no basis for responding; to this question. 

t\ltTit '•'^rK*'*'*'" * I»w-f«ll ap'-lon basis are loss likely to attend 

Class than those siudon<s wno aro taking it on an ABCDF firading basis. 

Strongly disa^reo 1 2 J k ^ 6 7 Stroncly agree 

10. To what extent have the adminictrative procedures nccnssary for pass-fall recis. 
tration seomod an inconvonicnco to thoso stuiints Known to youT 

Not at all 12 3 4 5 6 7 To a great extent 

ILJmL*^^^!!^ J*''*' "J-'ini^^^tivo procedures served as a deterrent to your 
teaching a course available on a pass-fail option basis? 

Not at all 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 To a great extent 

considerations appear to be eivon greater weight at U.T. Austin 
in determining undergraduate pass.fail optloS polleicr. th... svuder.t pJoferSneo?. 

Strongly disagree 1234567 Strongly .-gree 
strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree 
strongly disagree I 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree 

strongly disagree 12 3^567 Strongly agree 

uL^'l^ur's"^^^^^^^^^^^ - undergraduate student 

ceursS on an ABCDF grSdlng b^JiS:^'^"" "'^^ ^""^^^g the 

Strongly disagrvo 123^567 Strongly agree 

strongly disagree 123^567 Slnrngly ngroo 
'{^c^iroT ''''' -•^-^ni^^-tion of the current pass-faU re,U..n.Ci.„. 

Not at all difficult 1 2 3. '* 5 6 7 ktromely difficult 
We^o'r? rlioJeeJ?" --nistration of the current pass.fail special 

Not at all difficult 1 2 3 5 6 7 Extremely difficult 
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BEST COPY WWUBLE ^ 

21. I think that undorgrnduato students who take courses at U.T* Austin on a pass^fall 
option basis are usually: 

tl) better students • 

( 2) poorer students 

average students 

approximately equal numbors of better* poorer » and average students 

tS) students from both extremes of ability levels ( the better and the poorer) 

22* Assuming the matter were entiroly up to you» and oonsidcrln^; your personal 
preferences for undergraduate courses * would yous (Check one) 

tl) prefer that courses not be available to nyy undergraduate student on a 
pass-fall option basis 

t2) prefer that they bo available on a pass.fall option basis to those 
students accoptablo to the Instructor Involved 

prefer that they bo available to any eligible students who desire to take 
them on a pass.faSl option basis 



Jk) ether < 

(write in) 



23* On the basis of what I know about the pass.fall option systemt I would rococwiend 
to an undergraduate student at U.T. Austin, in whom I was interested, that he take 
eourses on s pass*fall option basis whonevor possible. 

Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 3 6 7 Strongly agree 

2k. How well Informed are you about the undergraduate pass.fall option system of gradlnis 
et U.T Austin? r * b 

Not at all informed I 2 3 4 5 6 7 Ve*y well Informed 

DATA ABOUT SDURSELPt 
25* Sex: 

(1) M 

(2) F 

26. Acsdemlo Ranki 

(1) , Teaching Assistant 

(2) Assistant Instructor 

(3) Instructor 

(4) Assistant Professor 

(5) , , , , Associate Professor 

(6) Profossor 

(7) , Lecturer 

(8) Other 
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27* Adnlnletrative Rankt 
(I) Prealdortt' 



(2) Vlco Presldoni 

(3) Assistant Vice President 

(4) Dean 

(5) Associate Doan 

(6) Assistant Doan 

(7) Director 

(8) Other 

ZBm tears In an administrative position at U.T. Austint 

(1) , less than 1 year 

(2) - 1 to 3 years 
O) ^^^^ to 6 years 

7 to 10 years 

(5) 11 to 15 years 

(6) 16 or more years 

29« Ifears of teaching experience at U.T. Austini 

(1) ^^^.^ less than 1 year 

(2) 1 to 3 years 
^3) 4 to 6 years 
i^) 7 to 10 years 

(5) 11 to 15 years 

(6) 16 or nore years 

30. ToUl years of colleciate teaching experience (elsewhere and at U.T. Austin): 

(1) Isss than 1 year 

(2) 1 to 3 years 

(3) * to o years 

W 7 to 10 years 

(5) - 11 to 15 years 

(6) 16 or more years 

31. At which of the fonewlns student classification levels do yon most often teach? 
(0 - Undereraduate«*lower division 
(2) - Undorgraduaie^^upper division 
^3) - GrAdiiate-a-masters level 
C'*) .i^^ Graduato«»doctoral level * 
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32* WhAt rDSoareh ovlrionco would you roquiro to seriously oonsider changing your 
thinkiric or positioni whether prO| coHi or noutrali in regard to the future of 
the pass-Fail Option for students at U.7. Austin? 



33» If there are any additional matters relatinc to the Pass^Fail Option for under- 
graduate students at U.T. Austin on which you would like to give your opinions 
or suggestionst please write these bolow or on tho bAok of this pagOt or telephone 
Dr. Margaret Berr/^ Project Director (471-1133) or Dr. Victor Appol« Project 
Coordinator {kyiJfZO^). Wo are especially Interested in any additional oomments 
yoo nay have* 



Thank you for your oooporation* 




Morgaret Berryt Director 
Pass-Fall Option Survey Project 
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THE PASS-FAIL OPTION; A REVIEW OK THE LITERATURE^ 

A review of the recent literature on grades or marks in higher education 
indicates that interest and concern are increasing. Most of the written mater- 
ial has been published since 1964. Attention was not lacking, however, prior 
to the 1960's; the Encyclopaedi a of Educational Research (Smith and Durbin, 
1960) contains a review of published studies from 1910 to 19S7. with the conclu- 
sion that some promising changes had been proposed but that widespread agreement 
after half a century of discussion would have to await more research into the 
goals of instruction and the purpose of grading. More recently. Warren (1971) 
drew a similar conclusion: most of the literature has been about the form 
rather than the substance of grading. 

Grading practices are apparently sustained by a combination of tradition 
end custom. It is difficult to discern a true rationale or fundamental reason 
for grading systems (Reiner. 1972). Educational institutions need grades or 
evaluations of some form in a wide variety of situations: as indictators of 
success or failure, as disciplinary devices, as other forms of evaluation 
(Raimi, 1967). More specifically, grades are useful for a range of selection 
activities, such as employment, promotions, graduate or professional school 
selections, scholarship awards, and honors, as well as for motivation (Trow, 
1968). 

Most writers who have given attention to grading issues acknowledge 
the existence of justifications for systems: selection, motivation and student 



PMnrilS^nSlo?®^^®*'* ^^J^^ literature on grading by Davidovicz (1972) and by 
Reinder (1972) were useful and were relied upon extensively in the preparation 
Or tnis roDort. *^ 



of this report 
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self-knowledge. A large number of writers view these justifications as satisfying 
the need for expediency more than the need for valid evaluation. The literature 
contains many criticisms of the degree to which actual practice appears to 
have been determined by factors other than the educational purposes of evalua- 
tion (Reiner, 1972). 

A report prepsred by a University of Califomia committee after the 
1964 upheavals was a notable attempt to address grading issues with a background 
of empirical infomation. The committee concluded that the grading system at 
all levels of the university penalized the imaginative student and rewarded 
the conformist who did everything his professor expected of him (Miller, 1961; 
Academic Senate, Berkeley, 1966; Axelrod et al.. , 1909). Hoyt. in wore recent 
study (1970). attempted to answer three questions by carefully reviewing the 
literature: Are grading systems rational? Are they understandable? Are they 
defcni^ihle? He concluded that they are rational only in a very narrow sense; 
that they arc understandable if "understandable" is taken to mean "definable" 
and "predictable"; that college grades are not defensible as comprehensive 
indicators of student growth. 

The pass-fail option as an antidote to the problem of grading 

The most widespread antidote to the problem of grading is the increased 
use of pass-fail grading systems, now found in large numbers of colleges and 
universities. One study cited claims that about half of the colleges and uni- 
versities in the United States have introduced some modification in their grading 
systems since 1965 (Warren, 1971). Another report (Quann, 1970). summarizing 
the results of a study of pass-fail grading trends, gives some reason to believe 
that many changes have been in the direction of fewer grade categories, or at 
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least in the direction of eliminating or minimiiing the failure category. 
Replies to a survey of n,e™bor institution, conducted by the American Association 
Of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (1971) Indicated that about 
one half of the institutions used traditional grading system; 46'. used sysl«™s 
that combined traditional and nontradltlonal policies; and 2% stat.d they were 
using nontraditional systems exclusively. Yuker (1D69). who reviewed the litera- 
ture on pa.,r,-fail available before 1968. concluded that although not enough 
research was available to pen,lt final conclusions to be drawn, a number of 
universities wore .doptlng limited pass-fail options even though fow of thorn 
used pass-ftil grades exclusively. While the concept of pass-fail cour.e.. 
is rather old. its widespread acceptance is a recent Innovation. 

Some colleges have swung completely away from £r.-.des. however, over to 
pass-fail. Yale, for instance, is now p.-.ss-fail all the way. The University 
of California at Santa Crui opened its cuup-js in 1965 with total pass-fail 
grading and has seen no reason to change (Editors of Education U.S.A. . 1972). 
A number of other colleges could be added to the list. 

Several authors have investigated the procedures used in pass-fail grading 
(Bevan et.al.., 1969; Simpson ct. 1970; Qua„„. 1970; and Johnson. 1970). 

Students usually take about one pass-fall course per semester. In most cases 
the student has to demonstrate good academic ability before he can utilize 
his option, and usually the pass-fail course cannot be in the student's major 
area. Simpson et al,. (1970) reported that a failing grade does not affect 
the CPA in about half the schools they surveyed. One procedure, not yet widely 
adopted. 15 to eliminate dual grading standards by having instructors submit 
letter grades for all students and then having the registrar convert these 
to pass-fail grades (Johnson. 1970). 
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Bevan et al- (1D69) reported that those who favor pass^fail grading 
argue that it relieves the pressure on students and channels them to learning 
by making it easier to take courses they would not have taken otherwise. Tho^c 
who argue against it claim that many administrative problems are createJ with 
respect to such traditional procedures as the dean's list, academic probation, 
academic suspension, computations of CPA. a.'mission to graduate and profcssionaj 
schools and admission of transfer students. These are not areas of r.ijor concern 
to institutions that operate with a limited pass-fail option, though they arc 
for those that are totally on pass-fail (Davidovicz. 1972). 

Probleus in the reseprc)» on pars>foil gradin g 

Research on the pass-fail option has not progressed extensively <.ir.cc 
1967. In spite of the great amount of literature devoted to gradinn. issues 
since that date, very little empirical evidence is available with which to 
formulate rational policies (Keiner. 1972). Wecms et al^. (1971) found that 
85% of the institutions using pass-fail had no evaluative data on their programs. 
Most of the literature reports opinions and offers little substantiating data 
(Davidovicz. 1972). From a research point of view, the pass-fail option is a 
difficult independent variable to manipulate (Stallings £t M.. 1968). Ihere 
seems to be a self-selection as to which students take the pass- fail option. 
To date, however, the criteria used to measure the effects of pass- fail have 
been either grade point average or grades in pass-fail courses. 

Characte ristics of Students selecving pass»fail option 

Some researchers have identified characteristics of students selecting 
the pass-fail option. Stallings et al_., (1969) explor'>d the possibility that 
students who were high in "fear of failure" elect the pass-fail option, regardless 
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of their interest in the subject matter, in order to avoid an undesirable ex.4.- 
ination experience. The researchers expected pass-fail students would have the 
«reatest a»ount of test «.xiety, but they £o»,d no difference between a group 
Of students enrolled under an A to F grading syste» and one enrolled for pass- 
fail credits. They also found that their pass-fall sa»ple showed a higher CPA 
and carried heavier course loads. The researchers also found no difference 
between the groups in their reasons for choosing pass-fail courses. 

Priest (1971) administered a questionnaire to a sample consisting of «J 
4SJ students. The majority of those sampled favored a pass-fail grading system. 
Those who favored pass-fail grading aspired to high grades and expressed a 
negative attitude toward grading as being co»>petitive. Priest also found that 
those Who favored pass-fail grading also tended to believe that compention for 
grades docs not promote learning and that there is too much competition for high 
grades. These same students reported that they did not enjoy studying and preferred 
evaluation of their performance on original projects. la contrast, those who 
favored traditional grading believed that competition stimulates learning, n.ey 
wanted to be graded on their work and went to their instructors for answers to 
questions. In general, a clear distinction was drawn between the types of students 
«ho favored pass-fail grading and those who did not. Significantly, neither attitude 
«as closely related to either aspirations for grades or actual school achievement. 

Attitudes of Students taki ng pass-fail eeur««. 

Attitudes of students who have selected the pass- fall option have also 
haen studied. It is generally agreed that pass - fail grading causes students 
to report a reduction in the amount of tension they perceive (Davldovicr.. 1972). 
Stalling, and Leslie C1970) were particularly critical of the effects of regular 
•«iing. They concluded, •TT.e undergraduate perceives grades as that proverbial 
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sword hanging over his head which forces hi. to study content he otherwise 
idght not study... and pressures mount that can lead to cheating, a side-effect 
behavior. They rcco»»ended that students be permitted to take a pass-f,il 
auemativc vhen they want to do so and that if graduate schools complain, 
they Should be defied. Hales et al... (1973) found that students in pass-fail 
courses were less anxious, but this lessening of anxiety was accompanied by 
a lowering of the .wtivction to achieve, a lowering of goals and a reductiou 
(as seen by students) in what was learned. 

Researchers who have investigated attitudes toward the pass-fail optio;, 
(Sgan. 19C!.; Karlins. et. al.. . 1969; Cromer. 1969; Bailey. 1972; and the Office 
of Institutional Research at Washington University, 1970) have consistently 
found that students are overwhelmingly in favor of it. There is some doubt 
as to whether students work as hard for pass-fail grades as they do for „u..er- 
ical grades; the evidence seens to indicate that they do not. Hodgkinson (1972) 
said. .-Whether we like it or not. the Protestant ethic is based on guilt and 
pass-fail removes »uch of the guilt machinery... Karlins et al. (1969) found 
that letter-grade students at Princeton did 80% of their readings and went to 
8S% of the lectures, while passfail ...dents did 614 of the reading and caught 
74* of the lectures. While sone reported they had explored areas outside their 
own major (Sgan, 1969), others said they did not (Johnson, 1970; Weems et al., 
1971; Bain et al., 1971; Delohery and McLaughlin, 1971; Hales, et al.., 1973). 

These findings could be the result of varying student characteristics 
at different universities. It is difficult to draw a firm conclusion, but 
on the whole, evidence indicates that students do not take pass-fail courses 
to explore other areas; rather, they use it to give thenselves more time in 
other courses or for other thing, (Cromer, 1969; and Weems et a^.. 1971). 
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Achievement of st udents under pass- fail grading 

Hellvil le and Stamn (1967) examined the grades of students enrolled in 
pass.fail courses at Knox College and found that CPA's increased directly in 
proportion to the number of pass-fail courses the student took and that the 
mean academic performance within pass-fail courses was lowered. 

Conflicting results were obtained in a study done by Gold et. al.. (1071) 
at CourtUnd College. They used samples of juniors and freshmen matched for 
GPA. SAT scores and sex. Grades were submitted for all students, although so.r.e 
were converted to pass-fail grades. The authors found thai the mean GPA for 
both juniors and freshmen was significantly lower for those who took pass foil 
courses. The experimental subjects demonstrated no compensating improvement 
in the non-pass-fail courses, and rven after they returned to a system of traUi. 
tional grading they continued to get significantly lower grades than the control 
group. In this particular case, taking pass-fail courses had an adverse effect 
on college achievement. 

Results from extensive surveys at Princeton and the University of Southern 
Illinois indicate that students suffer some loss in motivation in their pass-fail 
courses, and possibly as a result they learn less (Delohery and McLaughlin. 1971). 
While students who have a pass-fail option will take a few additional courses that 
they might otherwise have missed, a willingness to explore and try new areas is 
not assured by pass-fail grading. 

Studies conducted by Sgan (1967) and Quann (1971) lend further support to 
the argument that students do not perform well under pass-fail grading. Quann 
reported that students at Washington State University who took either pass-fail 
courses or traditional courses did not differ significantly in GPA initially 
but after the courses were completed, the regularly enrolled students received 
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five ti„os as many A-s and SOt mere B-s than pass-fail students. Sgan found 
. that at Brandeis University, freshmen, sophomores and ju.,lors reco-ved sl£„i- 
ficantly poorer grades than they did under letter grading. There were no signi- 
ficant differences between seniors who take pass-fall courses and those who did 
not. Since first year student, did .,ost poorly. Sgan concluded that "there would 
see,« to be sor.,e need for special preparation ,,nd attention to first year students 
If pass-fail is opened to then, as or. option." Merely allcing it. however, y.ny 
not be a responsible cducationel effort (p. 643). 

Metjner and Sharp (1971) investigated whether pass-fall options at the 
undergraduate level would eneouraso e.'ucation majors to break away fro. previous 
elective choice and choo.e nore courses in various scientific "and «thennxcal 
disciprnes. They concl, • d that the options hold little promise for developing 
greater scientific or • ...tlcal sophistication among prospective teachers. 
Problems with pass-fail ftrading . 

Recent studies have highlighted some of the problems associated with 
pass-fail grading. While graduate and professional schools prefer applicants 
with transcripts showing grades, a survey conducted by Goldstein and Tilker 
(1969) of higher education institutions in New York State indicated that grad- 
uate schools preferred a 4-point or less grading system for their own internal 
purposes. Professional schools, on the other hand, preferred a 5 or more point 
scale. Warren (1971) and Simon (1970) claimed that grades fulfill an adminis- 
trative rather than an educational purpose, but that administrative needs such 
as rewarding financial aid or honors are legitimate educational purposes. He 
said graduate and professional schools are the primary beneficiaries of grades 
for selection and are, therefore, the ones most concerned about departures 
from traditional grading patterns. 
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A survey conducted by the American Association of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admission; Officers (1971) showed that 44% of the institutions reported that 
they disregard the pass-fail grades of transfer students. Another 28% hrd not 
established a policy. 21% requested additional information, and 7% assigned an 
arbitrary qupntitative value to the grades. Twenty-six per cent of vhe graduate 
schools that responded indicated that admission to their programs is eitlicr 
jeopardized or delayed by the pre* -ce of a substantial number of pa^s-fail 
credits. The data from this survey indicate that the effects of pass-fail grading 
on transfer students is unclear but th.t graduate school applicants cxpericace 
some har!r:ful effects. 

Needham (15)70) of Simons College quoted the Law School "Admissions T-st 
Council as saying, "College grades make a co,>tribution to the predictions of 
law school grades that is not supplied by the Law School Admissions Test." He 
asked Simmons College students if they thought pass-fail grades on their lran^- 
cripts had an adverse effect on their application to graduate schools, transfer 
application or employment applications. The number of students who perceived 
unfavorable reactions against their transcripts was small in all cases except 
for transfer students. 

A survey conducted by Rossman (1970) was in accord with these findings. 
His sample consisted of 45 schools that were frequently attended by graduates 
of Macalaster College. Sixty percent of the administrators indicated that the 
reputation of the college would be considered in admissions decisions. Seventy- 
five percent indicated that achievement test scores would take on great import- 
ance for students with many pass-fail grades. He reported further that students 
with 75% or more of their grades in traditional formats should not experience 
difficulty in admissions. The results of this study indicate that students who 
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come from schools that do not have established reputations and students who 
do not score well on standardized achievement tests night suffer most fro« 
pass-fall gradine. 

Only a snail nimbor „f colleges are committed eompletely ,o a pass-fsi) 
system, and very few students graduate with more than 104 of their grades in 
pass-fail form (llofeUer. 1971; Karrcn. 1971). Indications au- thut ,„o.t 
students „l,o l.ove . hi^h percenl.ne of pass-fail grades and apply to graduate 
schools arc nd„.itt.-d but perhaps not alw.ys to their fir.t choice of school. 
The effect on loss of fellowships or scholarships, however, has not yet been 
detcmined (llofoller, 1971), 

Phi Beta Kappa (1969) reported that about 601 of those. schools that 
res].o„Jed to their questionnaire kept their usual grades in addition to indi- 
cating whether the course was passed or failed, and about 80% ranked students 
In their respective classes by GPA. About cn of the Phi Beta Kappa chapters 
reported no probler.s with pass-fail grading; another 12'. indicated problems, 
and 24% were uncertain about problems. 

A report by Bailey (1972) indicated that employers in private industry 
appear to be less concerned with the type of system by which a student was 
graded tb':n his previous work experience record, and government employers base 
their hiring on government designed tests rather than grades. Acceptance to 
medical or law school is. however, highly determined by previous scholastic 
records, and professional schools such as these are not generally receptive 
to records with nontraditional grading symbols. 

Schoemer et al . (1973) mailed a questionnaire to 288 members of the 
Council of Graduate Schools and received replies from 90%. Less than (0.f,%) 
indicated that undergraduate grades were of little or no importance in admissions 
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decisions. I„ general, data indicate that moderate percentages of nontraditional 
grades-loss than 10»-are of little hindrance to a student's chances for admis- 
sion to graduate school. Onco a student records 10% or mro of nontradltio,,.-,! 
grades, his cha«ces for admission and financial support are jeopardized. In 
no cases were significant differences found between public and private institu- 
tions nor between graduate schools of different size«. Tl.e data indicated 
that d.'.ns of graduate schools appear to bo une.-.sy about nontraditional grades, 
but thoy do. perhaps begrudgingly. accept with no penalty no.lorate «ural.ers of 
nontraditional grades. 

gL' gr.^'stcd solut ions 

Some solutions to the problems created by changing to nontraditional 
grading systems have boon suggested. One method of dealing with pans-faiJ 
grading was d iscribod by Tragesser et al, (19Ca). He suggested th.t •'College 
Level F.xa,n,i«atio;.s" that measure achievement in specific course areas miglu be 
used when transferring credits is a problem. The University of California at 
Santa Cruz and Raymond College, both of which normally assign pass-fail grades, 
provide letter grades in science courses for premedical students at their own 
request. Coddard College and Nasson College issue "descriptive analyses of 
course work for transferring students. 

The Department of Vocational Teacher Education at the University of 
Massachusetts, whose students spend 50% uf their time on non-course experiences, 
uses a method of written evaluation to record individual student progress when 
the traditional grading is not feasible (Johnson and Lauraesch. 19e>9). Leiseming 
SLBl' (1970) described another alternative. At Westminister College, where 
a 4.point grading system was adopted in 1965, academic progress is assessed by 
comparing hours earned each semester with a norm of 15.5 hours. No CPA is 
obtained but students are ranked by this method. 
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Massey et aji. (1969) described a method used at Ohio Northern University 
for determining such things as dean's list, clifiibility for honor societies, 
graduate honors, nnd class rank. At this university oncthird of a student's 
work goes ungraded, and CPA's are based only on graicd courses. Instructor., 
fill out scpurntc honors reco^nmndcti vw. th;*t rre used only for intern::! 
decision r.r..kinr. :^.d rve not part of lb. student's pcr.:.;ncnt record. A siniil?.r 
method is used at Tarkio Colic ::e (Ave. r„d nr.raier. 1060) wh.ro sl.dc.nt torching 
gnuU-s ,ro i^ass-fail. The stivlowt's suiH.rvrisor writes an evaluat5<.. that U-ccos 
part of the student's acrdemic credentials. Of the school .M.porintcncLuts who 
receive these uTitten cvahmlicr^s. 81% said that they were sufficient. These 
students receive letter grades on oth.-r courses. 

For schools on a total p.^si.-fail proor.... possibly the most pr.utical 
solution is to keep a dual record of grades so that tr*.ditional transcripts 
are avaiUbJc on student request. (Tragc .ser rt ;il,. 1968) /j.other posr.ibility 
is to include descriptive suninnries of course wrk in the student's ac.der.ic 
record (Avcn ct al,.. 1969). There is v.o need to resort to cither of these 
procedures, however, if only a limited psss-fail option exists. 

A suggestion made by Reiner and Jung (1972) is to use Pass. Honors and 
No Credit as terms for evaluation, thus offering incentive for superior work and 
doing away with the stigma of failure on a student's record. 

Pascal (1972) believes that pass-fail experiments must be based on a n<odcl 
that constitutes a departure from traditional learning and teaching. He describes 
a programmed learning model with which pass-fail grading could be repl.-.ced by 
a pass-incomplete system of evaluations. 

The National College of Education. Evanston. Illinois, abandoned the 
traditional American grading system because the faculty considered it to be 
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detri,«>„tal to. rather than supportive of. the goals of their currlculu. (Troyer. 
1970). The „c„ s,-stc» was ^roundod on the precise that .11 students, as unique 
m^Uvlduals. can develop adequacy in . fUld of study if gW™ proper instruntion 
and the necessary ti™o. .Ken pcrror..nce ,oals were ^c-t. completed cour.es wore 
listed on the student's official transcript. 

«-.llc pass.fail t„o „ore prominent trem. in new gradi„a technique... 
the credit/„... credit optic, with complete elimination of the concept of "f«iu,r.,... 

is the tnicrianfi pattern (Qucinn. l^fQ) i«j„^,. no7o 

vv 1, i..uj. Ktinci (1971) sufii-c'si •.. a nui.=bcr of pro- 

posals for change .ade by oti.er writers. Quann. discu.sin^ gradinn trend., s.-id. 
•■It IS difficult to determine whether they (nonlraditiona, sy.te...) are intend,... 

as a panacea to cure the in*: r%r ^-^^^i** % 

cuie tno illj, of tr»ditional grading or a placebo to yl. ■ ate 

re.t,ve students and faculty." T^ere is no evidence th... traditional grades are 
better predictors of future academic success than are no„convc„tiona) grades 
(Frust, 1971). 

Thorndikc (1969) warns prospective Innovators that grading practices are 
deeply embedded in the total institutional culture. He wrote: 
The culture may be an i..>perfcct and irrational one. 

I * " elegance and be in some respects er- 
ratic and even capricious. But a modus Vivendi has 
typically been worked out between tho tr«Jit™ois of 
marking and the rest of Institutional cuUu 4 i? is 

aJe fes'ls^a„'/r°C """^ ^"""^ ''""l-'S P'«"«s 
are so resistant to change. One who would reform the 

?^ ii™^'''"" "t educational institution neeSs first 
t'hat'lnltuStf::^ """•""'"■'"^ the cu.tut o^f"* 

Sgan (1970) postulates that a shift in emphasis from the nature of the 
student to the nature of the discipline might well be in order, m pointed out 
that Kelly and Thompson (1967) recommended that courses in structural, system- 
atic disciplines (mathematics, physical science and sone social sciences) 



159 



14 



utilize only pass-fail; that courses intcn^'caving knowledge and practicaj skills 
that huiy be tested for actual perfection (the professions and the performing 
arts) utilise both pass-fail and letter grades; and courses in conjccturaJ and 
modal disciplines Chimanitiei^ Pnd sor^c social sciences) use only letter f:tf.des. 

hTiatever changes in a pradinf; schej.jo aro adopted, thoy should noC he 
consider.'d in isolation. Grading policy is nn intcfiral part of a tot.-il acinUinc 
progran. It should reflect th(. phiJor,opl;y of the institution and not he ccn- 
cerijcd in-rely as a fom. of cdu.-Pticnal i..cch!tnics (Johnson, 1970). 



Conclusio ns 

This cursory review of the litciature on pass-fail fcradina leads lo 
the following conclusions: 

1. Evaluation of college and university students is Icgitiiiiatc and neces- 
sary for a nujjher of reasons (Reiner, ;972; Raimi, 1%7; Trow, 196f0. 

2. Grades and marks in a variety of forms presently arc tho major devices 
used for evaluations (Miller, 1966; Academic Senate, Berkeley, 19CC; Hoyt, 1970). 

3. Pass-fail and similar grading systems, widely adopted since 1965, 
appear to be popular modifications of traditional systems (Warren, 1971; Quann, 
1970; Editors of Educt'tion U.S.A ., 1972; Sgan 1969; Karlins et al., 1969; Cromer, 
1969; Bailey 1972; OIR at Washington University, 1970; Hewitt, 1967). 

4. Students do not take pass-fail courses in order to avoid evaluatiop- . 
but once having taken them, their performance in both those courses and in t) 
ditionally graded courses declines (Sgan 1970; Gold et al^. , 1971; Quann, 197i;. 

5. Students do not take pass -fail courses to explore work outside of 
their own major, but rather do so to lighten the course-work burden (Davidovicz, 
1972; Johnson, 1970; Keews et^ al . , 1971), 
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6. Freshmen suffer most academically from taking pa;;..fj.jj f.raae. .nJ 
so they should not he rermittcd the option or they should receive- M-rcial 
guidance when they elect to do so (Quni.n. 197i). 

7. Student:; usin, the pns.-fai, option r.port a reductic. in ihc ..v:o.,u 
Of tension they pcrceiv. (D.vidovic., 1972; Stollin^s .nd J-cHu. !■ 70; II Jc-. 

n;75; [viJoy, 1072). 

8. Students do not u.u.lly i .rrcr., as w.-U uml r y,f.<.-.r,n . 
interest in the suhjcct m.ttcr i. di.nini.h. J . (Quann. 1971; S,..., lUVU; l'c-.an, 
1970; Johp.isson et al . , 1971). 

9. 11.0 c)lni»a,io,. of faiJlna firado. frr.. tn,„-.;cri,.t:. l.s U.i,,^ pr.-,c,U.:d 
Borc vidcly thnn pi.-viour]/ (Mr..,sc«, H jl., 1970). 

JO. ftet schools do not l,«c ^,jor problc.»s will, ,-a=s.f„il fcr.-.c;inc l.ccu,...« 
the/ offer it only as b liialtcj option (Necdli„,i!, 1970). 

11. ».Tiile students with a substanti..] «t..;.ber of credits ia pass.f,il 
courses c.„ tr,n.,for to othor colH-,.. or be ,.d,„itt«d to K«duatc m.d profc. ional 
schools, they are Ur.s likely to £et into the school of their choice .nd c!..„.ces 
to get financial aid are jeopardised (Schoe,»er.et n]^. , 1973; Needh.™, 1970; 
Kossman, 1970; AACRAO, 1971; Ilasslcr. 1969). 

12. M«n students with u.,ny pass-fall jjrades apply to r.radunte or pro- 
fessional schools, the schools tend to give ..ore weight to scores on achicver..„t 
tests (Rossman, 1970). 

13. Double bookkeeping systen,s or written evalu-nions can serve to supple- 
m:nt transcripts of students who have a large percentage of pass-fail cour.es 
Cr«gesser elBl... 196?; Aven et al... ,969; Johnson ej. al.. . ,969; Mas.'.ey. « aK . 
1969; Johnson, 1970). 

14. Institutions are not yet doing the necessary research or usina adoc;u.ne 
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al^. , 1971; Davidovics, 1972; Stall ings, et al^., 1968). 

IS. Research on the success or the failure of the pass-fai) option is 
still inconclusive. It is clear, however, that something is wrong with the 
traditional grading syptems--not because evaluation atlei.tpts are invalid, 1ml 
because grading systcir.s in pc^rticular, as evaluation attempts, appear to be 
invalid. Othtr than the clear suggmtion ihnt grades act as motivators, it 
appiar* thcjt grades serve no valid educational futictioa ajd that they P«a/ do 
a great deol of harm whvu serving convenient adininlstrative functioz^s, (Jioinoi , 
197?; Davidovics, 1972). 
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Additional appendices to this report are on file in the 
Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs 



The complete set of computer out-put is in the 
Measurement and Evaluation Center 



168 



